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Public suggests restoring

by JAN HOWARD

The need for restoration af
existing buildings and possible
future educational and agricul-
fural uses dominnted discussion
during a public meeting Monday
regarding the Lachat property on
Godfrey Road West.

Speakers were concemed about
- ncreased use of the property by

the public if it were developed,
4ccess to the property, aesthet-
15, and traffic: safety, 4s well as
financial aspects and 1QWnSpeo-
ple’s willingness top support 15
relopment,
dn;'nh-nﬁt 35 people attended the
approximately twa-haur meet-
ing in the community room of
the library. It was the second
public hearing regarding possible

Juildings, agricultural uses

uses for the property. Selectman

W, Glenn Major,

4 member of

the Lachat Advisory L:ummitta:,
presided over the hearnng.

Mr. Major expl
agreement 10 pure

ained that the
hase the prop-

erty included certain restrictions
on uses that would or would not

be allowed
regard 10
tions, there are 1

in certain areas. In
conservation restie-

o changes, but

the Nature Conservincy's list of
what was to be included on the
property has changed.

“We are batk to square ong”
he said, The Nature Conservancy
wants the land conserved but is
not looking at adding educational
programs, he suid.

“Thereisno list) he said. "The
original list is off the table.”

The purpose of the public hear-
ings, he said, was "t try 10 cull
input into basic concepts” and
pass them on to the Lachat Nature
Center Design Committee, The
design committee; which consists
of three members of the public

and three representatives from:

the Nature Conservancy, would
then work out a suitable plan
for the property, The plan would
be submitted for approval to the
Mature  Conservancy  and town
agencies:

Mr. Major said the overall
ariginal plan was approved but
that budgeting for it was voted
down in April. “These are not
consistent with each other,” he
saic.

Fredric Rosen called the dual
owriership and maintenance of
the property “a sweetheart deal.™

“It's a wonderful opportunity,”
he said. The property, he added,
“should be protected and pre-
served.”

Don Eldon presented a propos-

il for the property that included

a 2,000 square foot barn on the
same footprintas an existing barn
for use by the public and 20-plus
parking spaces.

The 42-acre Lachat property
consists of a 32-acre homestead
parcel and 10 acres of hillside and
meadaws, In 1997 and 19949, thi
town of Weston and the Nature
Conservancy jointly purchased
the properties from Leon Lachat,
who retained a life-estate interest
* and lived there until his death in
2003.

The property is adjacent
to the Devil’s Den Preserve,
which is overseen by the Nature
Conservangy.

In 2005, the town and the
Nature Conservancy presented a
plan to the Planning and Zoning
Commission that called for reno-
vation of several buildings, con-
struction of a parking lot, and
a new 35,204-square-foot Visi-
tory center. The plan was heay-
ily opposed by memibers-of the
public and was withdrawn prior

1o 4 voie.

I April, voters tumed down
1 $450,000 appropriation for the
project; nearly two years after a
Town Meeting voted overwhelm-
ingly to approve the payment
plan for future development of
the land,

At that time, Dr. Steve Patton,
the director of Devil's Den, siid
the Nature Conservancy would
support whatever the ftown
wanted 1o do with the property.
The Board of Selectmen then
appointed five members to the
Lachat Adyisory Committee [0
gather public input in regard (o
use of the property. About 30

‘people. turned ‘out for the first

public hearing on Sept. 12
Building Restoration

On Monday, several fownspeo-
ple voiced support for restor-
tiom of existing buildings on the
property.

“This is a unique piece of prop-
erty,” Katherine DeSousa said,
noting the necd for stabilizaticn
and rehabilitation of the build-
ings.

David Christopher, advisory
committee - member, agreed there
is.a need for restoration of the
bamns, and house. “We have o do
something.” he said,

Lucy Bowden of Stonchenge
Road said there should be mini-
mal impact to-the buildings and
a minimum amount of parking
at the site.

“| think you will get strong

support for the restoration part of
the plan,” Mr. Rosen said.

Mr. Major agreed that the
buildings need immedisle atten-
tion'to preserve them.

First Selectman Woody Bliss
said there is a restoration plan,
and seme minimal work has been
done.

“] hope the commities comes
back rapidly with an integrated
plan,” he said.

Agricultural and educational

Amy Kalafaand Carol Baldwin
advoeated for agricultural use of
the Luchal property.

Ms,  Kalafa  discussed
Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) farms that
are. pwned eooperatively. Such
a farm, she said, might be
line with what Mr Lachat saw
for its futire nge, and alsp be
educational for children 1o learn

about farming! dince Weskon ik

a farming community.

M. Kalafa said there are pro-
totypes for educational uses of
such properties lor science, math,
nutrition, nnd other Subjects.
There are models for CSA farms
in eyery state; she added,

Traditional farming preserves
land, Ms. Kalafa said. An invest-
ment would be required, but o
CSA farm i self-sustainimg.
Granl money s available from the
government, she noted. The cost
depends on the size of the farm
and the interest of the town,

Ms, Baldwin suggested the
property could be leased to a
farmer and members of the pub-
lic could be subscribers to the
farm. There are 22 such farms in
Connecticut, she said,

“[t's an interesting way of pre-
serving farms,” she said, adding
that five acres are needed for a
CS5A farm.

Eileen Rosen questioned if
many ' people would hecome
involved with community gar-
dens, She suid she supports con-
sepvation and education aspects
ot the property,

Though he didn’t think com-
munity gardens would be suc-
cessful, Ernie Albin of the Weston
Historical Society said he would
like: to see farm tools from the
Lachat bams, now in the soci-
ety’s possession, remstalled in
the barns for historic purposes.

He said the society would like
to extend its facility and use one
of the barns on the property as
an example of what a cow barn
looked like.

Jack Bedl, 8 member of the
design committee, said he is
looking for an educational role
for this property. “someplace
other than in a classroom.”

Community center

Clem Miulin of Weston Cares
said the committee should con-
sider expanding development
plans to' inelode a community
center.

However, Mr. Major said be is
concemed nhout how the concept
of & community center would fall
in regard to restrictions in the
agreement between the town and
Nature Conservancy.

Some speakers disagreed with
@ community center onthe Lachat
property.

A walk of the Lachat property,
open fo the public, is being con-
sidered, AT



