WESTON COMMISSION FOR THE ARTS

presenis

Laurel Ollstein

in her one-woman play

“Laughter, Hope and
a Sock in the Eye”

Based on the life of American literary icon

DOROTHY PARKER

“This is not a novel to be tossed aside lightly.
It should be thrown with great force.”
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Weston, Connecticut



PROGRAM NOTES

By Chiristine Lomuscio

Dorothy Parker is the author of seven volumes of shor stories and poeiry incorporating
pieces she had written for The New Yorker in which her biting book reviews were published. She
is 25 well known for ber witty, satirical and edgy one-liners as she is for her literary works,
Among her memorable lines are “This is not a novel to be tossed aside lightly. 1t should be
thrown with great farce™ and the frequently quoted quip “Men seldom nuke passes at girls who
wear glasses." [twas said that she had asked that engraved an her headstone one day would be
the epitaph “Excuse my dust."

Baorn Dorothy Rothehild in 1895 in New Jersey, she grew up an New York’s Upper West Side
und had ber first poem published in o Feir in 1917, Shiswas later hired as an cditorial
asststant for Fogee and then a drama critic and staff writer for Farity Fair despite her limited
formal education that ended atape 13,

Me: Parker wus known nationally for her panticipation in the well known Round Tablbe
consortiun &l the Algonquin Hotel in New York. She lunched with Life and Fanity Fafr movie
critic and playwright Robert E. Sherwaod, and luter with newspaper columnists Robert Benchley,
Franklin Pierce Adams and Alexander Woollcoit who published her witticisms as well, In later
years she would join their ranks as a writer for The New Yorber,

M. Parker had a lustory of love affairs and on and of T mamiage to Alan Campbell with whom she
wrote fifteen film scripts, Among them was the 1937 1T 4 Stor is Born with Rober Carlson,
which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Wriling — Sereenplay. There can be no
denying that her recccarring theme of suicide in her writings and in veal Tife plaved a role in
defining her as troubling both for herself and her public,

A feft-wing advocate and self-procluimed Communist, though never a party member, Dorothy
Parker took partin the Anti-Nax League in 1936, She was consequently blacklisted by the FBI.

Parker, thaugh suceumbing o alcoholism, continued o contribute to Esquire and write film
seripts. She died in 1967 at seventy-three of natural causes, Even in desth her tmuliuons spirit
leamed for another seventeen years as her ashes were as vet unclaimed,

But, a5 she had bequeathed her estate to the Dre. Martin Luther Eing, Ir. foundation, cventually
the NAACP was given her remains for burial on their hesdquaner grounds,

The plaque reads: “Here lie the ashes of Dorothy Parker § 1893. L2967} humiorist, writér, critic.
Defender of human and civil rights. For her cpitaph she sugpesied, ‘Excuse my dust.' This
memorial garden is dedicated to ber noble spirit which celebrated the oneness of humankind and
ter the bonds ol everlasing friendship between black and Jewish peuple. Dedicated by the
Mational Association lor the Advancement of Colored People, October 28, 1985,

This event is sponsored by the WESTON COMMISSION FOR THE ARTS.
whose members are appointed by the Board of Selectmen and whose mission it is to
provide arts and cultural events for the Town of Weston (and its friends and neighbors).
Thank you for coming!



Califormia actress and playwoght Laurel Ollstein’s wward-winning
onc-woman play “Lawghier, Hope ard o Sock in the Epe " the story of
Darothy Parker, was first preformed at the wveiing of the Dorothy Parker
Memornial Garden in Balumare on the National Grounds of the NAACP
where her ashes were laid to rest, It has atso played st The Old Log
Theatre in Minneapolis, Foet of the Mountain Theatre in Minnesoba, The
Arena Theatre in Baltimore, and ot the Scattle Fringe Festival, In Los
Angeles “Lawghter, Hope and o Suck in the Eve " played for nearly a vear
to full houses a1 the Burbizge Theatre where it was nomisated for Best One
Person show by the LA Weekly, Most recently it was produced by the
Phetre/Drama Committee of the National Ans Club, in New York City in Scptember 2006,

As amember of the award winning Actors” Gung Tor over ten years, Ms, O1lstein worked as an
imetress inomany collaborative preces such as Musferia, Blood Fove Madness, and MM as o
playwright producing her plays POTROAST, CHEESE and Mnsomtiae. She is @ member of ABOUT
PRODUCTIONS and has collaborated as writer and actor in On Earth as It ly in Fleaver. Her newest
collaborative work Showing Our Age, dirceted by Ms. Ollstein, 5 2 multi-media theatrieal even
which combines over [ony interviews conducted with senior citizens from Los Angeles with original
musie by Robert Anderson and chorcographed by

Lori DuPeran which debuted in March atthe Inside the Ford in Los Angeles.

Her other stage plays melude dnsomnice, Storage Roows, Pot Roast, Cheese, Blackwell's Corner,
Ester s Mousgache and The Dark Ages, Her cssays and memoir picces have been published
by The Middle English Literary Group-and the Sea Onts review.

M. Ollslem is currently adjunct faully at Loyola Marymount University; Los Angeles, teaching
classes in playwriling, acting, dirccting, sereenwriting, writing oral histories and solo performance.

NOTES by Dorothy Curran, Friend of WCA:

Franklin Pierce Adams (1881-1960), famed 20th century journalist, radio personality,
Information, Please panelist and charter member of the celebrated Algonguin Round
Table, kept a country home on Kellogg Hill in Weston, "FPAL" as he was known,
introduced Dorothy Parker's wit to the world when he quoted her verse in “The Conning
Tower", his column dn New York Trifuere and New York World newspapers. She became
a regular contributor, Algonguin table mate, weekend guest im Weston (along with other
members of the Algonguin's "Vicious Circle”) and lifelong friend.

Of her, he wrote: "More certain than either death or taxes is the high and shining art of
Dorothy Parker.. Bitterness, humor, wit, yearning for beauty and love, and a
foreknowledge of their futility—with rue her heart is laden, but her lads are pold-plated--
these, you might say, are the elements of the Parkerian formula; these, and the divine
tatent to find the nght word and reject the wrong one, The resultis a simplicity that
almost starthes.”

Of him, she wrate: "He raised me from a couplet.”



