
Town-By-Town Data On Delinquency Filings
Filings Rank

 Total per 1,000 (worst

 fi lings  households to best) 

Andover 21 17.6 46

Ansonia 145 19.3 36

Ashford 32 19.8 33

Avon 61 9.2 138

Barkhamsted 14 9.7 134

Beacon Falls 46 22.3 25

Berlin 79 11.3 111

Bethany 26 14.1 91

Bethel 114 17.8 45

Bethlehem 25 19.0 40

Bloomfi eld 228 28.2 10

Bolton 10 5.0 167

Bozrah 19 20.3 30

Branford 169 13.1 98

Bridgeport 1661 32.7 3

Bridgewater 1 1.3 169

Bristol 457 18.5 43

Brookfi eld 120 21.4 26

Brooklyn 55 21.3 27

Burlington 37 12.3 104

Canaan 7 15.3 74

Canterbury 40 22.4 24

Canton 37 10.2 127

Chaplin 22 24.5 14

Cheshire 116 12.2 105

Chester 12 7.7 154

Clinton 95 17.5 48

Colchester 88 15.7 67

Colebrook 12 20.3 31

Columbia 22 11.3 113

Cornwall 6 9.2 140

Coventry 86 19.2 37

Cromwell 91 16.6 58

Danbury 484 17.4 51

Filings Rank

 Total per 1,000 (worst

 fi lings  households to best) 

Darien 47 7.1 160

Deep River 19 9.9 132

Derby 90 16.8 54

Durham 37 15.5 69

East Granby 20 10.3 126

East Haddam 37 10.6 119

East Hampton 68 15.4 70

East Hartford 487 24.4 15

East Haven 399 34.4 2

East Lyme 61 9.2 141

East Windsor 40 9.5 137

Eastford 10 15.3 72

Easton 28 11.3 112

Ellington 49 8.4 150

Enfi eld 264 16.1 62

Essex 29 9.5 136

Fairfi eld 178 8.9 145

Farmington 79 8.1 152

Franklin 10 13.8 95

Glastonbury 137 11.0 116

Goshen 11 9.6 135

Granby 29 7.3 159

Greenwich 163 7.0 162

Griswold 132 28.6 8

Groton 145 9.0 144

Guilford 77 9.2 139

Haddam 42 14.6 84

Hamden 532 22.9 20

Hampton 12 16.9 53

Hartford 877 19.5 35

Hartland 12 16.3 61

Harwinton 30 14.5 86

Hebron 33 10.3 123

Kent 18 14.7 83

Filings Rank

 Total per 1,000 (worst

 fi lings  households to best) 

Killingly 180 27.6 12

Killingworth 27 11.1 115

Lebanon 45 17.4 50

Ledyard 98 17.4 49

Lisbon 28 17.5 47

Litchfi eld 32 9.1 142

Lyme 7 7.6 155

Madison 66 9.8 133

Manchester 368 15.3 73

Mansfi eld 38 6.9 163

Marlborough 24 11.7 107

Meriden 741 32.1 4

Middlebury 15 6.0 165

Middlefi eld 19 10.6 118

Middletown 279 13.9 92

Milford 295 13.9 93

Monroe 93 14.3 87

Montville 98 14.2 88

Morris 10 10.5 120

Naugatuck 251 21.3 28

New Britain 634 22.5 23

New Canaan 44 6.5 164

New Fairfi eld 77 16.6 59

New Hartford 27 11.4 110

New Haven 1141 23.2 19

New London 171 14.9 78

New Milford 249 23.6 18

Newington 171 14.1 89

Newtown 126 14.9 79

Norfolk 11 16.0 64

North Branford 93 18.0 44

North Canaan 21 15.4 71

North Haven 109 12.3 101

North Stonington 32 16.1 63
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Norwalk 488 15.1 75

Norwich 452 28.1 11

Old Lyme 27 8.7 147

Old Saybrook 44 10.2 128

Orange 36 7.4 156

Oxford 68 18.8 42

Plainfi eld 196 35.0 1

Plainville 109 14.8 80

Plymouth 93 20.2 32

Pomfret 31 19.0 39

Portland 30 8.6 148

Preston 38 19.5 34

Prospect 40 13.0 99

Putnam 87 22.7 21

Redding 44 15.0 77

Ridgefi eld 72 8.7 146

Rocky Hill 68 8.6 149

Roxbury 5 5.3 166

Salem 27 17.3 52

Salisbury 7 3.8 168

Scotland 18 28.7 7

Seymour 90 14.5 85

Sharon 15 11.7 108

Shelton 164 11.6 109

Sherman 28 19.2 38

Simsbury 88 10.3 125

Somers 22 7.3 157

South Windsor 110 12.3 102

Southbury 73 10.0 131

Southington 176 11.2 114

Sprague 28 24.3 16

Stafford 75 16.4 60

Stamford 683 14.7 81

Sterling 36 28.9 6

Filings Rank

 Total per 1,000 (worst

 fi lings  households to best) 

Stonington 58 7.1 161

Stratford 436 22.6 22

Suffi eld 40 8.3 151

Thomaston 49 15.8 66

Thompson 87 24.0 17

Tolland 59 12.3 103

Torrington 285 18.8 41

Trumbull 147 12.2 106

Union 3 10.5 121

Vernon 162 12.7 100

Voluntown 33 30.0 5

Wallingford 242 13.8 94

Warren 7 13.3 97

Washington 22 15.0 76

Waterbury 1213 28.5 9

Waterford 87 10.7 117

Watertown 122 14.7 82

West Hartford 221 9.0 143

West Haven 545 25.0 13

Westbrook 44 15.8 65

Weston 55 16.8 56

Westport 69 7.3 158

Wethersfi eld 112 10.1 130

Willington 25 10.3 124

Wilton 48 8.1 153

Winchester 77 16.8 55

Windham 135 15.6 68

Windsor 219 20.6 29

Windsor Locks 68 13.4 96

Wolcott 94 16.7 57

Woodbridge 32 10.1 129

Woodbury 40 10.4 122

Woodstock 41 14.1 90

Still, the state’s foreclosures and
distress sales are tamping down the
value of houses not just in eastern
Connecticut but throughout the
state, especially in the bigger cities
and lower-income towns. A Warren
Group report showed the statewide
decline in median sale prices reach-
ing 9.8 percent for the year ending in
April.

And economists warn that if
recession hits Connecticut harder
than expected, the foreclosure
problem could deepen fast. Job
losses, so far relatively mild, could
pick up momentum and strain
household budgets already under
pressure from rising gas, home
heating oil and food prices.

“We’re holding up OK so far,”
said Donald L. Klepper-Smith, an
economist at DataCore Partners
Inc. in New Haven. “But I think
there is a risk of increased foreclo-
sure because of energy prices.”

Reimann, whose nonprofit Ac-
cess Community Action Agency
provides social services through-
out eastern Connecticut, shares
those concerns. Today, 150 gallons
of home heating oil costs $682, but
Access can only provide $675 for an
entire season of energy assistance
to the neediest families, she said.

“These are the choices they have
to make: heating their home or
paying the mortgage,” Reimann
said.

A Grand Thoroughfare
Northeastern Connecticut has

long struggled with the loss of
manufacturing and defense jobs. It
has also been hurt by its depend-
ence on employment in nearby
Rhode Island, where the housing
and economic downturn is the
deepest of the six-state New Eng-
land region.

Although service sector jobs at
the casinos and in new, mega-
shopping centers are replacing

some employment from traditional
industries, they cannot match the
hourly wages.

Just a short walk down Broad
Street from Reimann’s office in
Killingly, there have been four
homes with foreclosure-related fil-
ings since the year began. It’s easy
to pick out two of the properties;
both are Victorians with wide front
porches. Front lawns are over-
grown. At one there is mail spilling
out of the mailbox, a sign the house
was recently abandoned.

Neighbors on the street worry
about the blight on their neigh-
borhood, once a grand thorough-
fare, now characterized as a neigh-
borhood in decline. They worry the
decay will pull down their property
values.

“I’ve been here 28 years,” said
Don Costello, who owns a funeral
home in town. “Of course I’m
concerned. This used to be one of
the nicest streets in town.”

Studies have shown that once a
property goes into foreclosure it
immediately lowers the value of
surrounding properties by $5,000.

Lucien Laliberty, a longtime
residential real estate broker in
northeastern Connecticut, dis-
putes that measure, but says prop-
erties in foreclosure clearly are
dragging down the price of other
similarly styled homes in sur-
rounding neighborhoods.

“Some foreclosures are selling at
bargain basement prices,” Laliber-
ty said. “Investors are back in the
market, buying them cheap.”

Foreclosures have cut across all
price ranges but are most preva-
lent in houses and condominiums
that were priced at $200,000 or less,
Laliberty said.

Laliberty estimates that prices
have declined as much as 18 per-
cent in some parts of the market as
a result of an increase in foreclo-
sures.

Most callers to Reimann’s agency
are people with adjustable-rate

mortgages who had low introducto-
ry rates that are now resetting
higher, she said. That echoes what’s
happening across the country.

“People were making a choice
when they went into an adjustable-
rate loan,” Reimann said. “Home-
ownership. This is the American
Dream. They were never looking at
what would happen if the rate went
up.”

Deep In Debt
Rising interest rates aren’t the

problem for Ann Davis, who was
seeking the same dream but is now
facing foreclosure on her three-
bedroom, two-bath Cape on Green
Hollow Road in the Danielson sec-
tion of Killingly. A single, divorced
mother of two grown sons, Davis
charged up tens of thousands in
credit card debt to furnish her home
after she bought it five years ago.

The registered nurse, a former
sales administrator, tried to dig
herself out of debt by refinancing
from a 9-percent, fixed-rate mort-
gage to a 6-percent loan, also fixed.
She also took out an extra $50,000
because the rising housing market
had quickly given her equity.

She paid off some of her credit
card bills, but quickly ran up new
ones. She stayed afloat until last
year when she was out of work six
months.

“It didn’t take long to fall be-
hind,” Davis said, especially as
food and gas prices also rose.

Today, Davis owes about $70,000,
mostly on credit cards — not
including the balance on her mort-
gage.

Davis says she takes respon-
sibility for her actions and has
learned that you have to save first
before you go out and buy expen-
sive things.

She says she could have sold her
home, but it’s her home, built for her.

A number of state and federal
programs are coming online, or
being debated, to aid distressed

homeowners and prod lenders to
settle rather than foreclose. The
state has $130 million in place in
three initiatives that, among other
things, provide direct assistance
for refinancing loans. 

But the state and federal actions,
by most accounts, will at best slow
the rise in foreclosures, and won’t
necessarily help people such as
Davis if their home values, in-
comes and debt levels leave them
far short of daylight. 

Davis now hopes to file for
bankruptcy and work out a pay-
ment plan with her lender to keep
her house. She takes pride in
ownership, planting a perennial

garden of hosta and bleeding heart
by her front porch and adorning an
urn with cascading petunias.

She’s also fond of the many
things she furnished the house
with, some antiques, like the banjo
clock hanging near the front door
or the Toby jars on the mantel.

“I’m just hoping my grandchil-
dren and my children will enjoy
them,” Davis said.

Courant Staff Writers Zachary
Abrahamson and Matthew Kauff-
man contributed to this story

Contact Kenneth R. Gosselin at
kgosselin@courant.com.

 Foreclosure-related  Median  

fi lings per 1,000  household   Number of

 City or Town  households income* Households  fi lings**

1 Plainfi eld 35.0 $52,754.00 5,593 196

2 East Haven 34.4 $57,887.00 11,583 399

3 Bridgeport 32.7 $41,445.00 50,791 1,661

4 Meriden 32.1 $52,742.00 23,098 741

5 Voluntown 30.0 $69,867.00 1,099 33

6 Sterling 28.9 $58,981.00 1,244 36

7 Scotland 28.7 $70,150.00 627 18

8 Griswold 28.6 $61,074.00 4,609 132

9 Waterbury 28.5 $41,470.00 42,574 1,213

10 Bloomfi eld 28.2 $65,176.00 8,081 228

11 Norwich 28.1 $46,907.00 16,068 452

12 Killingly 27.6 $50,062.00 6,533 180

13 West Haven 25.0 $51,599.00 21,837 545

14 Chaplin 24.5 $62,622.00 898 22

15 East Hartford 24.4 $49,754.00 19,974 487

* State median household income is $65,859; ** From January 2007 to April 2008

NOTE:  Data on the number of houses actually lost due to foreclosure is not available 

by town.  The households fi gures include families that do not own a home. The rate of 

foreclosure among homeowners only would be higher.

It’s no surprise that Eastern Connecticut leads the pack in foreclosure-re-

lated fi lings per 1,000 households, since neighboring Rhode Island has the

worst housing market in New England.  Connecticut, as a whole, is faring 

better than the nation and far better than states such as Nevada, Florida 

and Michigan, which have the nation’s highest rates.  Figures show the 

percentage of mortgages either seriously delinquent or in foreclosure for 

each state during the fi rst three months of 2008.

NOTE:  The data for states cannot be compared with data for towns within Connecticut,

since states have differing laws on when and how lenders can fi le for foreclosure. The

national data is based on the number of mortgages, and the data for towns within Con-

necticut is based on total households.

SOURCES: The Warren Group; Connecticut Economic Resource Center Mortgage Brokers Association

 Homes seriously

State delinquent

Florida 6.71

Nevada 6.37

Michigan 6.01

California 4.91

Rhode Island 4.31

New Jersey 3.55

 Homes seriously

State delinquent

Massachusetts 3.53

Alabama 3.29

Connecticut 2.78

North Carolina 2.6

Wyoming 1.32

United States 4.03

How Connecticut Fares Among Other States

Connecticut Towns With Highest Delinquency Rates

Foreclosure-Related Filings By County
For the 16 months between January 2007 and April 2008

 Foreclosure-related

Number of fi lings per 1,000

County Households fi lings  households

Windham 42,884 982 22.9

New Haven 326,684 6,744 20.6

Fairfi eld 324,836 5,369 16.5

Litchfi eld 74,710 1,196 16.0

New London 107,061 1,684 15.7

Hartford 338,687 5,252 15.5

Middlesex 65,454 873 13.3

Tolland 51,967 605 11.6

State Totals 1,332,283 22,705 17.0

A PLAGUE OF FORECLOSURES
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ANN DAVIS stands to lose her cherished house along Green Hollow Road in the Danielson section of Killingly. Foreclo-
sures and distress sales are tamping down the value of houses throughout Connecticut, but especially in the bigger
cities and lower-income towns
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■ Among the 15 largest cities and towns, the only ones
below the state average of 17 filings per 1,000 house-
holds were Stamford (15), Norwalk (15), Manchester
(15), West Hartford (9) and Greenwich (7).

■ The 17 towns with fewer than 1,000 households were
spread evenly across the range of percentages for fore-
closure-related filings. As a group, they fared better
than the state as a whole, with 14 filings per 1,000.

■ The lowest towns for foreclosure-related filings per
1,000 households were, in order, Bridgewater (1.3),
Salisbury (4), Bolton (5), Roxbury (5) and Middlebury
(6). 


