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PROLOGUE

It was with a feeling of pride and a sense of great responsibility that members of the Planning
ind Zoning Commission prepared and adopted this 2000 Town Plan of Conservation and
Development. We firmly believe that this new Town Plan embodics the needs and sentiment of
the community at large as we enter the first decade of the new millennium, while putting into
place a framework to preserve the unique character of the Town of Westan |

Before the ideas and text contained hervin crystallized. the Commission conducted u series of
public hearings 1w solicit input from Town officials and all interested Weston residents. During
this process, the question of a “vision" for Weston was posed Lo commissioners; in lact, the word
“vision” was used frequently, Our response, interestingly, required none of the exercises that
the term itself cvokes. Neither keen loresight nor imaginative contemplation were required to
describe the Weston that we all envision for the future. Rather, we needed only to look around
and view Weston as it 1s today.

The preservation of the unigue character and qualities that drew each of us to Weston has
been, and continues to be, the Commission’s principal aim. The challenge is to achieve this mol
and, simultaneously, satisfy the needs of a dynamic, growing community. Many qualities, both
tangible and intangible, make Weston a wonderful place in which to live and raise a family,

The most obvious one, however, is Weston's natural beauty. Gazing on laurel-clad ridges, coursing
streams, and forested acreage. one conjures images of the first inhabitants, the Native Americans
who lived off Weston's tand and, with a deep respect for nature, co-existed in harmony with the
environment,

While, historically, Weston residents have had an aftinity for the natural environment, they
have also exhibited a strong appetite for cosmopalitan services. In that sense, present-day Weston
residents are quite similar to our Colonial predecessars, “the outlivers.” whao chose to live in
the rather remote countryside in their search for a more meamngful existence, relying on neigh-
boring communities for most needs, Today. we also continue 1o rely on neighboring Fairfield
County communities for the bulk of our needs — goods, services, cullure, and employment,
New York City, with its array of business and cultural opporitunities, is a mere 30 miles from
the center of town,

Weston's dependence on its neighbors might be construed as a one-sided relationship,
Closer examination, however, reveals a co-existence that is, undoubtedly, symbiotic and rautoally
beneficial. Weston contributes positively 1o the health of the region, a basic contribution that
well exceeds the economic benefit that accrues to the providers of the goods and services that
we consume, Cur rivers and streams send clean water to Long Island Sound, and the Saugatuck
Reservoir provides pure water for the residents of nearby towns. The abundant trees and lush
vegetation found in tracts of Weston's open space — as well as in our own backyards — help
purily the air for the entire region, Our scenic nature trails and preserves are visited and enjoyed
by people from ather areas of Fairfield County and beyond.

Among the important issues that Weston faces teday are school expansion, adequate
municipal seplic facilities, and the need for active recreational areas. Traffic flow along our
major roads, as well as new trends in development and redevelopment, have drarmatically
increased the disturbance of the land in certain areas of town, How we deal with these issues
and other matters that will surely arise in the coming years will affect our quality of life and
that of our children and grandchildren and future eneralions,

Planning is the first step — and a necessary step — to meeting these challenges. The key
is to work together, as a community, to determine and execute the best solutions to protect and
contifiue to improve our unique town. Given the spirit of cooperation and love of eommunily
that is displayed time and time again by residents, there is no doubt that Weston will continue
to be a wondertul Town and a beautiful environment in which to live.

ﬁ;@;

Marguerte Terzian, Chairman
Flanning and Zoning Commission
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Fairficld County, strategically located near
Mew York City and in the middle of the
Boston to Washington corridor, has long
been a desirable place to live and, more
recently. 1o work., Connecticnt’s South
weslern reglon — eight towns, stretching
from Greenwich to Westpore along Long
Estand Sound und extending up the railroad
spurs to New Canaan and through Wilton
has always been a destination of choice.
Weston, in the center of Fairfield County,
his no railvoad station, no bus service, no
taxicah queues, no airports or helipads, vie-
Lwally no roads wider than two lanes. and
very few sidewalks. Thus, it 15 a compara-
tively remote, or “rural.” place 1o reside.

Weston's primary zoal must be to
remain independent and retain its special
identity within the region. Weston's unique
rural character can only be maintained with
careful stewardship of he Town's ground-
waler and septic systems that depend on
matural systems, while supporting the
demands of a growing population,

The official policy of the South Wes-
tern Begional Planning Agency (SWRPA),
the advisory planning body to which
Weston and its neighboring communitics
belong, s to concentrate development and
growih im those areas of the repion hest
able to support it while preserving the
character of low-density, rural, and open-
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I. THE REGION

space arcas, In planners’ language. this pol
wy 15 called “centrality.” It is particularly
relevant e discussions of infrastructure
roads, streets, and, particularly, water and
sewer syslems. Centrality is achieved
through actions taken by individual resi-
dents or through policies established by
clected or appointed officials,

Centrality 15 encouraged when town
and city ¢enters are the only areas zoned
for the highest density uses, keeping
residential areas Iree from
SWEPA
MetroMNorth commuter rail lines, for cxam-
ple. 1w be the areas along which 1o concen-
trate the highest density commercial and
residentipl  developments, Weston's rural

commerncial

development. considers  the

character, 15 open-space areas reseeved for
public use, and the quiel ambience of the
community provide a valuable halance o
the commercial, more densely developed
arcas within the region.

Another focus for the South Western
Region is 1o create imcentives for redevel-
oprment of older commereal centers, such
as vonverting vagant or unuséd buildings
(office or industrial space) to new pses
(housing or retail). Although located jusi
outside SWEPA's planning border, the for-
mer Gilbert and Bennett wire faclory com-
plex and pond in Georgetown is a likely
prospect for this kind of development. The

Onion Barn ¢ 1830 renovared by Weston Kiwanis Club

old factory, actually in Redding 1
Weston's north, lies dormant: but it is onl
4 madter of time before a developer come
forward onge again with o redevelopmes
scheme for that property

S0 Westan Hself somewh:
removed from the greater density an
bustling activity of neighboring towns i

frrcs

the region. Yet, the through-traflic tha |
inereasing every vear must be discourape
from antruding into our residentinl neigh
borhoods. The need for “traffic-calming
remedigtion within Wesion. must b
addressed, along with regional effors o
resolve the traffic L,'i:nngl;‘:ilii:;] along L8
Route 7 in Willon, Concern for develop
ment e ihe north, in particular, is pars
mouni. What happens in Georsetown — g
the assisted-living facility under construc
tien at Gilbert Hill or with the Gilbert an
Bennell site will have a considerabl
mapaet on Weston.

The Porurarion

In the Z0-vear period berween the 1970
Census and the 1990 Census, the recorde
population increased from 7.417 o B.648
or 6 percent; between the 1990 Census
and 199 estimates, it grew by only 2.
percent, The Connectient Depariment o
Health estimated Weston's r'll,'_‘l,"H.Ilij[iHH HE
5846 on July 1, 1998

Weston had 3100 dwellings 1n 1987
and 3,537 dwellings on January |, 2000 —
an increase of approximately 36 new hous
&5 per yodr
ple residing in each house. The average

et with slightly fewer peo-

household in Weston has declined consis-
tently from 3.6 people per household in
F970 o 2.8 per household in 1990 and 2.6
per household in 2000,

Weston's median age of 2940 vears in
L1970 rose to 305 years in 1980 and 39.2
vears m 1990, Local "Censos of Children”
projects, undertaken in 1995 and 1997,
indicate thut school-age population growih
has stabilized and even begun 1o drop. The
1995 local census indicared 808 children
were pre-school age (-5 years); in 997,
that figure was 758, The 2000 U5, Census
should confirm this reend,

A major inhibitor to any significant
population growth is Weston's dwindling
supply of developable land. As of the 2000

m— = T T eES——



Girand List, Weston has 1,008 aeres defined
as “undeveloped.” of which 200 acres are
small parcels that, for varions reasons, are
unbyuildable. Separately, there are lfarge
parcels of land that currently include a
dwelling and may or may not be subdivid-
ed in the future. The data does not reflect
those parcels,

Examining expected
Weston's population by age group, Sate of
Comnecticut projections indicate over the
next len vears an increase in voung people,

changes

Fewer middle-aged, and u slighl increase in
elderly. In 2000, voung people (0-24 years)
represcnt 40 percent of Weston's populi-
lion, up from 357 pereent in 1995, and
predicted w grow to 45 percent by 201,
Middle-nge people (25-64 years) represenl
51 percent of the population in 2000, pre-
dicted 1o shrink to- 44 percent ten vears for-
ward. The elderly population will increase
slightly from 9 percent 1o 1} percent m the
ten-venr periosd.

Pre-schoolers (U-3 vears) are expected
tr decline in number, going from 6.7 per-
cent i 2000 ta 53 pereent in 2010, The
largest incresse in the youth population
will be the number of high-school children,
whose ranks will swell from 7 percent o

13 percent by 2010 In the middle-age
poputation, the largest numeric decline will
be in the 45489 vears aze group, with
corresponding  increases for those 50-64
years of age,

Weston's elderly population increased
significantly over the prior two decades,
incréasing from 6,7 percent of the popula-
tion in B9800 8.4 percent in 19900, Weston
has responded to the needs of its elderly
population by developing lax-abatement
schemes. special transportation, and com-
munity outreach programs administered by
the Town's director of social services,

The 1990 Census indicated that 4,428
Weston residents were emploved. with
59,7 percenl i executive or professional
occupations, Females in the Weston work-
[oree represented 44.3 percent of emploved
Westan residents, with 35.6 percent of
Westan's employed females having chil-
dren in the schools. In 1990, 3,467, or 78
percent, of Weston's workforee commuted
10 work outside of Weston,

Weston's per-capita  income  of
5734934, as reported by the Connecticu
Public Expenditures Council in 1998,
ranks third in Fairfield County (afier New
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Canaan and Darient. In werms of cducation-
al awainment, 68 percent of those people
25 vears or older had carned college or
eraduate degrees, Non-white racial groups
account for 2.6 percent of Weslon's popi-
lation, which is the lowest in the region,
Weslon residents freely voluntedr their
time o seeve the community, resulting in
Weston  having  the lowest municipal
spending rate i the Southwest planning
region — 17 percent of revenue lor Weston
in fiseal year 1994-95 vs, an average 23.6
percent for the region in the same period.

LanD anp Irs UsE

Matural Features
The Weston Environmental Hesources
Manual ¢ Dominski-Ouakrock™), issued in
September 14976, provides a  detailed
deseription of Weston's land and i1s uses

Weston 15 sel oo lemperate forest
environment. with hilly wopography and a
high proporion of glacial deposits and
shallow subsurface bedrock, The termin s
the most rugged o the southwestern
region; more than 20 percént of Weston’™s
Ll has a slope of 15 percent or more.
Much of the undeveloped land in Weston
contains special natural characteristics and
musl be treated with great care with repard
to huilding location, sepiic systems, wells,
driveways, and mun-off controls.

The Aspetuck River und two branches

Saugainck River

of the Sangatuck River provide about 30
miles ol rver frontage in Weston: The
Savgatuck Reservoir, & manmade lake
more than one-hall mile wide ar its widest
point and more than threge miles long. dom-
mates the northeast scotion of wown and
includes approximately three miles of
Weston shoreline along its boundaries.
These bodies of water, combined with the
innumerable streams and small lakes and
ponds Tocated throughout the town. give
Weston unigue naiural resources.

Satl drainage conditions in Weston
vary greatly: The soils inelude:

1. Glacial sand and gravel deposits, which
are the best-drained and vsually occur
ovet ayguifers:

2 Glacial il soils with very low clay or
impermenhility;

3. Compressed ghacial till soils with rela-
tively impermeiable substrata, and

4. Wettand  linkage and wetlund  soils,
where high-water tables and generally
poor drainage conditions exist,

The  best=drammed  soils  exist on

Weston's nofh-southeast axis, with heav-
ier, less- well-drained somils coneentrated in
the northwest, central, and southwest arcas.
Poorly drained wetland soils exist in pockets
throuzhout Weston, hut they are the beast
congentruted in the southeast guadrant.
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Table 2. Business Development

at Weston Center

(R0 1987 20K}

Acres % Acres % Acres T Use 19649 1956 200
Residential 3,760 28 6,332 46 7418 56 U7 Marke 2000 sq.fl. 3649 sqft. 4218 sq-
Commercial M — 15 — 20 — [y Cleaner 1.200 L I28 f 282
Fublic E35 | I&ir 195 | Liguor Al T Tl
semi-Public 7 S 8 — T Hardwan: 5500 3554 3,313
Private Reercation 340 b Rl 195 1 Bank B0 1,560} i
Canservation L5000 11 658 12 815 14 [msurance i) i 4]
Wintershed Ladn 1o 1,294 10 1.Oal 8 Insurance/Real Fsiare 4] 03N [,2438
Raads 55 4 (1T e 4 Barber Bl { M
Total Land in Use 7670 56 Lik633 78 11352 85 Luncheonete i+ F38 Hoh
Undeveloped 5,956 44 24973 21 b1 Dy Goods [0 ¥ 0
Lndevetopahle™ [ — b — L1309 Pharmacy/Staticnery/Lunch |[700 ] 0
TI'J"I'.‘\L LANDH 13626 10O I.S.h?..h HT 13,254 1} Pharmacy/Stationery L 3075 3437
Sotrees. 2000 re-evaduation dav by Cole-Laver-Trumile Co. (CLT) Gias Staton 1,700 L7005 2521
Aszesyor s {flice.
Notes: EL'H'I'(.J.'.I'AI. L4600 sefe, 17,200 w0t 19,399 .-iq.!
" 2000 dhata e ealeulasion metdvod! State 68 13 miles & 60 Town @ T7.81 Pt Office LR 1,579 1800

mles s Y privateEl 2952 5 50

TOTAL

M Awailable for future developrient, ws defined by TLT in 2000 re-evalumion data

2000 re-cvaluation data by CUT ingludes land with mo fromtige, poor

tapogiaphy, wetiands, under Two acres, e,

* KA area, based on Fuss & "Nl Ine. maps

Development
Current development patterns must he
studied o provide the basis for planning
the pattern of future development, Un-
developed land has been analvzed o deter-
mine any limitations 1o its. development
und to help provide a structure for its devel-
opment within those limits, This informa-
tion is embodied in “Dominski-Oakrock.”
Weston has a total area of 13,284 seres,

about 207 square miles. Approximately
| 1,352 acres, or 85,3 percent of the town,
may be classified as “in use” Included in

this Rgure are 579 acres: or 4.4 percent of

the total Town acreage, occupied by roads.
Land reserved for watershed and conserva-
tion purposes totals 2.866 acres, or 21.6
percent of the total Town arca.

In 1979, Weston entered inlo an agres-
ment o participate in the area Sewer

Weston (enter

Sowree: Assesior's ey

16,400 sqft. 15789 sqft. 21,199 sq.f

Avondance Program (as part of the federn
Clean Water Act). Among the sieps take
by the Town of Weston (o comply with th
requiremenis of the program were 1h
adoption ol a Heat Pump Ordinance, a
Erosion and Sedimentation Control Regu
lation, and ongoing testing of water gualin

Only 802 acres, or & percent of th
Town, are currently ¢lassified as undevel
oped. This includes all privately owne
vacant land not used for any purposs. In th
case of oversized lots or large estates, tha
excess portion of the property not devel
aped nor needed 1o comply with the mini
mum lot size required by zoning is consid
ered developable and is includad,

Residential Use
Weston's zoning  regulations,  initiall;
adopted in PO50, were amended in 1953 L
include the cntire town arca in a singl
“residential and Farming” district, with
minimum fwo-acre lot size,
Approximately 7418 acres, or 56 per
cent of the wial developed arca in town, are
presently cceupied by detached residence:
or have been approved for subdivision
Roads and public, semi-public, or recre-

T e
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Table 3. Public and Semi-Public Facilities Table 4. Conservation and Recreation Areas

ational facilities occupy the remaining
developed acreage.

Commercial Use
Abour 20 acres in Weston are presently
used for business or commercial purposes.
Of these, 10 acres are occupted by legal,
nonconforming uses that existed priov 1o
the establishment of zoning. including a
shopping center, a restaurant, and & gas sta-
tion/garage. A nursery — a use which,
along with farming, is permitted anywhere
in town — occupies other acreage,

Weston Center (6.2 acres) is the only

1969 1986 1494949 Land Lse 1965 1980 19949
PUBLIC Tivwn Parks and (pen Space
Elementary School 23 acres Hyacres 2% acres Bisceglic Park 0 34 =2
Middle Schoot 22 24 34 Keene Park b &) 9
High School 45 53 53 Devil’s Glen 0 X 0
Piartables 0 f g Jultana Lachag Preserve 1] ] 42
i e i ¢ ' i | 33
School Administration Guilding 0 0 0 Trous Hrook Eeoperty ' 0 =
Minerva Morchouse Heady Propeny 0 I 33
Town Hall, Fire; Police 4 4 A et Mearsaarse Hiudy- Frapeds >
) . Other Town-owned Open Space { 39 [
Library 2 Z 2
i SUBTOTAL ] 122 34
Lyons Plain Firehouse 0 I e —
Private Recreation
Highway Department f ¢ . " - - -
B SRRR i ; Weston Field Club 27 27 27
Saniary L. [ 3 4] LB , X L it )
Sanitary Landiil t Weston Gan Club i 47 4
ransler Station/Pog Pound 0 53 37 Weston Riding Club 5 0 i)
Jarvis Military Academy 0 0 2 Weston Tennis Association 12 12 12
PUBLIC SUBTOTAL 156 180 145 Aspeiuck Valley Country Club [l (7 11
SEMI-PUBLIC SUBTOTAL 251 193 145
Norfield Chureh 3 3 el Private Camps
Emmanue] Church i i) b Singing aks Day Camp 83 120 i
S.I. Francis of Assisi Chureh 13 |4 |5 Camp Aspeiuck (Girl Scouts) 3] Lo 16
Audubon Society i i 35 SUBTOTAL 1 i s
 Coley Cemetery 3 3 3 fuouterierion byl e .
Yo -t Namre Conservine A I A 1,522
Norfield Crange 0 1 I g il Ll 3
) ) : - L. P Orddwiry Preserve (Devils Deny [EA00] 1423 3R]
Weston Historical Sociely {1 | 4 MR Rl l l i
: K. Crdway Presonve [ H2) [62]
Miscelbneons 1 7] :
Bridgeport Hydraulic o Reservin 1320 129 L0510
SEMI-PUBLIC SUBTOTAL 23 27 T4 .
Aspeluck Land Trust 1 174 256
TOTAL AREA 179 w7 274 oot &
Audubon Society 0 0 37
Sowrces: Assessar s (4iTce Towe Adrimasiraior SUBTOTAL 2420 2452 2 8hh
TOTAL AREA 3170 412 3418

Serrie Ciecened Fise, €3, |, P09 Axsesacr™ s Office ) Town Adwrinsieaios
Aspetack Land Tragt: Narure Conservaney

facility in town that caters to the day-1o-
day meeds of the residents. The center
includes a market, pharmacy, dry cleaner,
hardware store, package store, bank, real
estatefinsurance office, luncheonetie, gas
station/garage, and post affice.

Cher business and professional ser-
vices operale within residences as home
occupations, some of which require o spe-
cial permit, or as pre-exisling, nonoon-
forming uses. Noo acreage figures ore
recorded separately for these uses. sinee
the praperiies on which they are located are
classified as residential.

Public and Semi-Public Areas
Approximately 265 acres, or 1.9 percent of
the total town area, arc occupied by public
and semi-public facilities,

Town Parks, Conservation,

and Recreation Areas

Weston presently enjoys the use of 335
acres ol its land for privae and public
recreation, which is 3.9 percent of the
town's tofal acreage, OF that land, 341
acres are publicly owned, An additional
2866 acres iz set aside for conservation
and watershed.
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I1. PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

The Planning and Zoning Commission of
the Town of Weston is responsible fo
prepaning and adopting o Town Plan of
Censervation and Development that com-
plics with the Connecticnt State Plan of
Conservation and Development. The plan
is sed as o hasis 10 achieve certuin ohjec-
tves agreed upon by Weston residents,
municipal agencies, and the planning func
tion of the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. The Commission acts as an agent
tor residents for establishing the consensus
through which Town Plan goals and ohjed-
tives are fulfilled. Local consideration is
also given to regional needs with regand o
the protection of natural resources and
development of fagilities for Iransporta-
tion. jobs, alternative and affordalile hous.
ing. shopping, recreation,

The Town Plan goals and ohjectives
are flexible 1o permit modification as con-
ditons and community anitudes changpe
Any maodifications should be preceded by
stucies and public hearings, when appro-
priate. that clearly demonstrate that the
proposed change is in the best interests of
the communily as s whole,

The following objectives are intended
to puide fitore development of the town, and
they form the basis for specific recommen-
dations in later sections of this document,

Basic Goars

N

[

The present character of the town
should be preserved and protected 1o
the fullest extemt possible. Town gov-
ernment of Weston actions should he
consistent with this plan and should
support and strengthen local zoning,

 Within the overall development pattern

of the region — and to protect air. water,
and Tand resources — Weston should
remain a low-density residential com:-
munily,

- Noaresidential development should be

limitad 10 uses that support residential

LS,

cAewer avoidance should continue a5 an

overall goal of the plan.

- Town-owned Tand should be reserved,

without changing the basic charmcter of
the community, for the use, enjov-ment,
and benelit of the residents of Weston.

Town-owned land should be used for
the benefit of all residents, and all
facilities on public land should be
owned and operated by the Town of
Weston.

e 2
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Narfield Gramnge

OBJECTIVES
Matural Resources

I. Maintaining the guality of Weston s
ural resources is central 1o presery
and maintaining the overall quality
life for residents, Water resources, b
surface water and groundwater, sho
be protected. Regular testing for pur
should be continued.

= A sufficient quantity of water supply
residential and municipal wells s a ¢
cern as development pressures increq
Protecting against overuse of grous
water, a precious commodity, is pa
mount, In order o assure an abund:
groundwater  supply  and  rechar
capacily, the clearing of trees rom e
dential lots and the nonessential use
well water should be discouraged,

3. Development should bhe permiited o
where the septic carrying capacity of t
fand can be clearly demonstrate
Certain wetlands should be exclud:

from development,

4. Any negative impact of development
neighboring properties should be pr
vented by strict management of runol
erosion, and visual degradation. Ti
policy of rero incremental runoff f
subdivisions should continue,

h

. Natural and special featores (e.p.. rock
ridees, outerops, boulder fields, stor
walls, trees, historic sites) should |
protected and preserved,

Roads

[, Roud improvements should take int
consideration the character of the Tow
and should be designed to preserve i
rural identity while improving safeq
I'he Town's road svstem should b
made safer to support increased use du
to regional commuting patterns. Th
Town povernment should pursue th
implementation of road improvemen!
for which the State is responsihle,

2. Minor roads should be maintained 1

provide adequate circulation of loca
traffic and improved coordination wit
the major and collector road system,



i

The Town should adequately Tund a com-
prehensive road-maintenance program,

4, A system should be developed and insti-

tuted so that residential house numbers
are clearly marked and visible from the
road to assist emergency services, Sireel
stems throughout town should be clearly
lenered and uniform in design,

Community Facilities

1.

[ ]

=1

Adeguate provision for public facilities
should continue: however, before decid

ing 1o add new facilities orexpand exist-
ing ones, other options should be con-
sidered. Public faciiities should be
maintiined in & manner consistent with
Weston's character. Any expansion of
public facilities should be consistent
with the goals of the Town Plan,

. All municipal and administrative build-

ings should be mantained i thewr pre-
the Hall
Complex area, unless the infrastrocture
requirements make this untenable,

sept  lovations in Town

. The impact on neighboring propertics

should ke considersd when exploring
any municipal additions or modifica-
tions o ensure compatibility with the
surrounding residential community,

. School buildings and other school facili-

ties should continue o be centralized,
unless the infrastructure requircments
miake this untenable. When and where
appropriate. school buildings and other
school facilities should continue 1o be
available for use by all residents of the
COmmUMIty.

. Emergency services (e, fire and ambu-

lance services) should continue 1o be
maintained at safe levels of perfor-
mance under the policy or intent that
theey be maintained ona volunteer basis,
Any new development should notereate
u burden that exceeds the capabilities of
the Town’s volunteer network.

. Participation in regional solid-waste

disposal plans should be continued and
expanded, as necessary,

_ Town-wide public-works projects should

be coordinated to mect public health,
safety, and environmental standards.

2
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The Town of Weston should be subject
to the regulations of the Planning and
Zoning Commission,

Residential Development

1.

[ £

i

Contingent an the size of the develop-
mentand with an overall concern for the
preservation of muural resources, resi-
dential development should be main-
tained at an averall density ol one fami-
ly on a minimum of two acres of resi-
dential land,

. Single-family. detached houses should

continue 1o be the only tvpe of permitted
residences. Consideration may be given,
after further study of groundwater avinl-
ability and the carrying capacity ol the
land, 1o alterpative types of housing
consistent with the objectives of protect-
ing the environment and maintaining
the low-density character ol the wwn,

. A small apartment within cach resi-

dence should continue to be allowed, by
special permit, o provide allemative
housing opportunitics. The Town of
Weston should work with the State of
Conneelicut to have this in-home apart-
ment policy qualify as affordable hous-
ing. The policy ol allowing roomers and
boarders in privite homes should also
continue.

. Adl residential development should pre-

servee and enhance the Town's open,
low-density character and the natural
features of the countryside in relation o
existing development. With respect to
coverage on building lots, the height
and bulk of residential struciures should
respect the scale of the surrounding
built environment and the natural topog-
raphy.

. The preservation and protection of the

distinct characteristics of places of
architectural, cultural, and historical sig-
nificance 1o the town should continue,

Business Development

L.

Commercial services should be restrict-
ed to those that fulfill immediate needs,
with residents relying primarily on
neighboring cities and towns for mijor
shopping and services.

1

Commercial development should be
limited to the currem shopping center
and other pre-existing, nonconforming
business uses. If residents demonstrate
the need and a desire for additanal
Fucilitics, a neighborhood shopping cen-
ler in another section of town should be
considered — but only after 3 careful
assessment of its expected impact on the
environment, the character of the com-
munity, ard traffic patterns and safety.

. Prafessional and other limited  home

aceupations should continue 1o be per-
mitted  throughout Weston, provided
they are conducted by an owner-oecu-
pant at hisfher domicile, or by o resident
member of that owner-occupant’s fami-
Iy and are clearly subordinate to the res-
idential wse of the property. In view of
the current trend of constructing large-
seale dwellings, the Home Ocoupation
Reeulations should be reviewed and
modified w limit the percentage of the
dwelling permitted to be wsed for home
accupation,

Open Space and Reereation

L

Preservatton and acquisition of open
space should continue. Consideration
should be given to purchasing addition-
al traets of open land currently designat-
ed for conservation, recreation. or
walershed uses,

. Particular attention should he paid 1o the

protection of lakes, rivers. ponds,
streams, wellands, and other areas of
scenic and conservation value,

. The condition of the quality and guanti-

tv of surface waters should be moni-
tored. Regulations should be developed.
adopted, and strictly enforced o protect
the fveting environments and wetlands
(rom erdgsion and sedimentation,

. Planning for all new developments

should encourage the preservation of
OpPC Space,

. Public recrestion for all age groups

should increase us the populalion grows.

. Private recreational facilities, which

contribute to the character of the town
and provide additional resources for resi-
dents, should be encouraged to continue.
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II1. DISCUSSION OF THE PLAN

NATURAL RESOURCES

A concern for the protection of natur)
resOurces continues nationwide, In Weston,
that concern has resulted in the develop.
ment ol specific planning tools aimed at
proteciing the environment and raising
citizen awareness of local eovironmental
issucs. Maonitoring natusal rescurces and
e systems desizned o protect them oist
be constant and professionally consistent
o prevent yesterdav's solutions from
becoming tomorrow s prahlems,

The 1976 Weston Environmental R.
esources Manual ¢*Dominski-Oakrock'),
commissioned by the Planning and Zoning
Commission, was o response 1o wiker-con-
tamination problems and overall land-use
concerns. The manval provided Weston
with 4 professional description of the
town's natural resources and an explanation
of how those resources Tunction. The man-
ual also indicated specific sirategics Ffor
protecting Weston™s  natural resources,

Certain principles of the report have
hecome part of Weston's zoning and subdi-
vision regulutions: e.g. sections dealing
with zero-incremental runofl, crosion and
sedimentation guidelines. developmental
fimits on wetlands, and control of develop-
ment of fand with other special natural
characteristics.

As gedditional monitoring of the envi-
ronment has been accomplished and data
describing the enwvironment has hecome
available, designing development 1o pre-
serve natural resources for the future has
become  more  possible. The  Inland
Wetlands & Water Resourees Commission
(Conservation  Commission)  became
Weston’s wetlands permitting authority in
1973, Fleod-management regulations were
adopted: in 1978 and updated in 1998
reflecting a process bepun in the early
1970s.  Weston entered  the  Sewer
Avoidanee Program in 1979, Accurate
topographical survey maps were prepared
in the carly 19805, and hetter data on soil

Fmmanuel Episcapal Clireh

8L Francis of Avsisi Cloerch

types and locations hecame. available |
the State of Connecticut in 1982,
Inland Wetland & Waler Resources ©
mission regulations were adopled in |
The “Weston Water Resource Gui
published in June 1993, was based ¢
the work of the Weston Water Study
Force. An intensive study was designe
test teep-well water and surface wates
several chemical and
residues at a number of locations thro
out Weston. The laboratory lindings ¢
firmed that Weston had a good and reli
supply of drinking water rom wells,

bacteriolog

few problem wells were mosily the e
of land use not associated with two-
residential uses (such as chemical com
ination from a pre-existing business).
study  concluded that Westan sh
continue and further refine its land-
regulations to assure good water que
it the future,

The Westport-Weston Health Dis
implemented new Privaie Water Suj




System Regulations in March 1997 1o mea-
sure and report water quality. Scven nler-
related environmental prionties are intend-
gd 1o ensure the town's natuml resources
will be preserved and protecied o the
orealest extent possible and that develop-
ment on one piece of land will not adverse-
Iy affect adjacent land;
|. Preserve and improve the guality and
quantity of Westons water supply,
while specifically discouraging:
« land-use activities that represent the
most significant threits to water quality
— failed septic systems, runoff from
strects and storm-water sysiems, land-
scaping practices, and copstruction
activities:

aceelerated  water usage on private
propery lor applications or activities
unrelated to occupancy andfor use of
the dwelling (e.g. watering Tawns and
shrubberyl: and

L

storme-waler mll]]tlp("rﬂ{!%l] }‘r::u._"t'hf_‘c.\;

and changes in surrounding upland

ateas that adversely bmpact wetland

proteciion.

2. Maintain strict seplic-sysiem, waste-
dispasul standards 1o avoid the con-

struction of sewers in town,

el

Develop a comprehensive sephic-system
waste-disposal  plan  for  Weston's
municipal and schoal facilines:

i

- Protect types of land that support good
water quality and guanaty {e.g.. wel-
lamels) and that provide unique natural
habitats for fish, amphibians. birds, ani-
mials, and plants.

3, Selectively acyuire and protect open
space and park land for active and pas-
STV TECPeaton,

f. Ensure that the design of fulure devel-
apment maintains the natural hydrolog-
e functions of sites throuzh the reten-
tion of natwral land contours and exist-
ing vegetation to the maximum extent
possible; minimize impervious surfiaces
on huilding siies and subdivisions.

. Establish redevelopment suidelines for
individual lots in environmentally sensi-
tive areas to protect against any
increased negative impact on wetlunds,
water quality, or water supply by the
proposed changes i land use.
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Roaps

Consistent local traffic-satery enforcement
i necessary o ensure the safe use of the
State highways, the Town road svstem, and
private roads in Weston, A road  stody,
completed in 198G by a trallie consultant
employed by the Planming and Zoning
Commission, determined that our traflic
would increase at least 2 percent annually
until reaching capacity on most existing
major roads areund 2000, Although capac-
ity has nal been reached on Town roads,
Stale roues are operating al capacity al
signal-light inérsections  during  peak
hours, A long-range mainienance program
for Town roads is in effect and implement-
ed 1o avoid road deterioration, The pro
grwm decreases the probability of repair
costs, which could result from not having
such.a plan.

Functional Classitication of Roads
Roads are generally classified in lour cate-
garies. based on function:

[imited Arcess Highwavs are imtended

| s

Norfield Cangregational Charcl

for long-distance. theough traffic. Access 1o
ndividual properties along the nght-of-
way s prohibited and generally limited o
selected major cross touies. Interseclions
are usually grade-separated. While thers
are no roads of this type in Weston, the
Merritt Parkway, just south of the own
border, is an exampie of this type of road,

Major Roads carry relatively  heavy
traflic movement to and from nearby cen-
ters of population and ecomomic activity.
Examples of major rouds are State routes
33 and 537, The width of the pavement on
major roads should be sufficient to permit
the movement of traffic in both directions,
free of inerference [rom parked er stand-
ing vehicles, Access to private properlics
alang major roads should be provided from
colleetor or minor roads wherever possible.

Coflecior Rogeds are intended priman-
Iy 1o collect traffic from minor roads and
feed it major roads, In most cases, col-

lector roads (such as Steep Hill Road,
Gooad Hill Road, and Godfrey Road) inter-
connect sections of lown and are the prin-
cipil means of circulation in and around




tesidential areas. Collector roads carny
moderate tralfic and provide sccess to
abutting propertics, Such roads should be
sufficiently wide o permit movement in
each direction, free ol miererence from
parked ar standing vehicles,

Minor Roads are all roads not previ-
cusly classified, whether public or private,
The primary purpose of minor roads 15 1o
provide direct qecess to private propertics,
although they may serve minor teaffic
movement i some cases. Sufficient width
is reguired 10 permil vehicles traveling in
vpposite directions 1o pass safely.

Traffic Volume

Weston is net a destination so much as a
place that traffic passes through. When the
previous Tewn Plan was published in 1987,
it was expected that US. Route 7 (“Super
TV would be completed, eventually, to
Danbury, putting much af the increase in
commmmuting ratfic onto d road boilt for tha
type wf travel — no curb cuts, no rafiic
lights, and designed lor higher speeds
Now, thirteen vears later, palicy sugges-
tions Irom local public-salety officials
should be re-examined and, perhaps,
changed,

Weston i3 seeing the infiliration of
more and more regional through-irips over
roads not designed for heavy tmaflic vol-
umes, One example of what s happening

Weston Town Hall

m I3 TOWN PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 2000

because development of “old 7 has not
continued since 1957 13 the use of Cannon-
dale Roud as g link for commutation and
truck traffic between Route 37 (George-
town Road) and US. Rouwte 7 i Wilton.
Greater increases are probable as develap-
ment in Georgetown proceeds, Monitoring
al plans by the Stale of Connecticut to
improve Route 57 s needed to ensure that
any chanpes 1o the roadway do net encour-
age the growth of through-tralfic.

I'he traffic consultant emploved hy the
Planning and Zoning Commission in |983-
ah surveyed tralfie volume. Results mdi
cated a dramatic inerease i through traffic
on Weston’s main roads and the expeeta
tien that this end would continue, The
greally increased avlomohile conunuter
traffic is due to the commercial buldup in
communities o our norh, south and west
and a4 coresponding increase in population
in towns all around Weston, The main
roads impacted wre $tale routes 37 and 53
as well as Lyvons Plon Reoad; some Town
roads  have alse become  convenient
detours. Although most Town roads appear
capable of handling local waffic, an
imcrease in through-tralTie  will cause
excessive road wear and require increased
mainenance, The impact of tmffic on our
roachs resulting from regional trends must
be addressed by a strong program of traffic
control and enforcement,

Road Svstem

Weston's road svstem consists of 13
maintained by the Connecticut Depar
of Transportation, 78 mifes maintain
the Town Highway Department, and
M miles of private roads maintsin
abutting property owners,

Virwally all of Weston's road
improved and paved. A small S0
104 mites), although graded 1o a ¢
extent, has a surface of cithar dity or
el A map. which shows the general
ol current impravements for each o
Weston, isoon file with the Public
Deparhment

Town roads currently consist aof
miles of hituminous concrete surface
condition of Town roads is presently
s follows:

Cinod A9 muiles
Fair 1828 muiles
Poor 204 miles

The State highways that pass the
Weston are considered  well-maint
but certpin deficiencies Tiave biten rev
that serfously affect safity. The Sia
Comnecticut completed studies of the |
section of roules 37 and 53 at Cobbs
Bridge and concluded that the present
dition of the imersection (with o fla
signaly is acceptable. The opinion of |
afficials, however, is that the interse
should  be  fully  signalized.
Connecticut Department of Transport
is planning to realign @ dangerous cur
the ntersection of White Oak Lane
Route 57 (Georgetown Roead), app
mately one-half mile north of the C
Mill Bridee intersection,

Automatic traffic control consis
full signals i the intersections oft B
Strect and Route 57 (Weston Road); R
37 {Weston Read) and REoute 33 (Nor
Roady; Route 537 (Weston Road)
School Read: and Route 33 (News
Turnpike) and Godfrey Road, flashing
at Cobbs Mill.

Road Widths and Alignments. Straighte
and widening projects should be ca
out 1o increase safety bul should not, g
same time, encourage increased speed,
propriate. minimum-width and aligne
standards for well-designed major
generally reguire a right-of-way widt
30 feet, with a pavement width betwee
and 24 feet; Horizontal curves should |

e J _



a radivg of ar least 130 feel, and prades
should be'a maximum of 10 percent.

Most of Weston's major and collector
roads were construcied prior to the 19405,
when width and alignment standards were
far less stringent than they are today, With
a few exceptions, these early roads have
not been substantially improved. The resuli
is that o portion of Weston's most impor
tant mileage i poorly suiled o the
demands of modern tralfic moevement,
MNarrow road widths significantly reduee
traffic-carrying capacity and présint a safe-
v hazard by reducing the margin lor driver
errar, Lateral abstructions (retaining walls,
bridge abutments, parcked cars, ete,) effec-
tively narrow the roadway. And the
absence of adequate shoulders presents a
hieard 10 normal traffic movement. since
there 15 no reluge for disabled vehicles,
Poor alignment has an adverse effect on
capacity and safety, as well. Sharp and fre
quent curves reguire reductions in speed,
resulling in reduced capacity, or fisk of

serious accidents,

Intersections. Wherever possible, mino
rosds should terminate where they inter-
sect major or collector roads. A three-cor-
e tor YT intersection bas only one pri
mary through street, Four-corner intersec-
tons, while more desirable than an inade-
guate” offsel. present a potential hazacd
from conflicting cross movements,

Based on a feld survey done by
Westons traffic consultant in [986, a sub-
stantial number of major interseclions in
Weston™s road svstem were classified as
poorly designed and hazardous. Town offi-
cials were presented with a detailed hist of
these intersections and their dehciencies,
which was to be uvsed to guide their
wnprovement, To date, the only intersee-
ven from that list o be addressed s
Cicorgetown Road, from Hillside Road 1o
Weston Road, which will be reconstructed
by the State of Connacticul.

Dead-Fnd Roads, The dead-end road, or
cul-de-sac, is an allractive way o provide
access 1o residennial properties, because i
climinates through trathic while creating an
added sense of privacy, salety, and value. A
major drawhack to dead-end roads 15 that
access to interior lots can be impeded by a
blockage at the open end. particularly
where the dead-end road is excessivelv
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long snd provides access to a large number
af homes. Should a blockage ocour, the
ahility to provide police. fire. and emer-
gency medical service protection may be
severely impaired. Providing an additional
miee g dead-end  road
allows an alternate means of access, and
traftic volume should be distribuied more
evenly along its length: The road layout
and placement of intersections can be such
that they discourage through traffic,
Standards are emploved m Weston's
subdivision regulations to reduce the draw-
backs o dead-end roads: A maximum
lemgth o 1AM feet) and o maximom numiber
of lots (123 are allowed on g dead-end road
or 4 dead-end road svstem, A number of
dead-end roads in Weston, however, have
lengths in excess of 1,300 feer. & road-ly-

I'Oiid CONIeECiion

road evaluation verified whether traffic
flow could be improved by joming certain
of these roads, The advantage of the result-
Lown-wide must  be

ing convenience

weilzhed agsinst neighborhood intercsts,

Major Koad Defrerencies. Steep Hill Road
and Guodirey Eoad (hoth East oamd West)
hawves the Tughest acordent rates in town due,
i part, to road alignment, Rouote 57,
between Hillside Road and Weston Road,
has the most safety problems. Cost oof
improvements would be borne by the State

of Connecticut,

Town Bridges. All bridges within Weston's
boundaries have been inspected by the
Connecticut Department of Transportation,
and recommendations for improvements
hve been noted.

CovyioNtiTy Faciuimies

Town Hall Complex

The Tewn Hall Complex is located on
approximately four acres of Town-owned
land on the north side of Norfeld Road,
qusb east of its intersection with Roule 37
(Meston Road). The Town Hall shares the
buiiding and property with Weston's main
firchouse, police headquarters, emergency
services, and communicalions center.
Constrocted  In 1952 and enlarged in
1986-87 by the addition of two wings;
the Tewn Hall is a single-story masonry
structure with a basement. The main
floor (approximately 16,604} square feel)
contains offices, meeting rooms, a con-
and a wvault for records
storage, The basement (3,200 square feel
under the Town Hall} connects with: fire,
police. and cmergency services arca.

ference  room,

If addittonal office space is required
in the future, plans exist for another
small wing on the orginal Town Hall
building.

o=
Y

Town Hall “Wall of Fame™ with names of hundreds of carrent and former residents




Jarvis Military Academy Complex

Late in 1997, the Town of Westan pur-
chased the 1.%4-aere lor a1 the southeas)
comer of Norfield Road and Route 57
(Weston Road) o preservie what remains o
the original property of the Weston
Bourding School, later called the Jarvis
Military  Academy. Comments gatlered
from a “use gquestionnaire” distiiboted dur-
ng i public waik-through of the property
and at u Town Meeting, called to discuss
the use of the property. overwhelmmgly
agreed that the property and buildings
should be developed for historic and cul-
tral purpeses and that community gardens
should be resestahlished.

The gardens are being restored to their
original grandeur, and a new fence wis
erected in 198 o conform to an cwhing
of the property in the Beer's Atlas of
[867. The dwelling is being vsed rem-
porarily for town offices. [t futune wse is (o
B determined,

Library
The Weston Public Likrary is an Norfield
Road, mymediately across Walker Way
from the Town Hall. Construcied in 1963,
it 15 a single-story, sable-roofed, MASONTY
and glass structure, The librany's collection
of approximately 48,000 violumes meets
minimom  ltbrary  standards, based on
Weston's present population,

The library building wus cxpanded

Library
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twice, first in [ORS-86 and agam in 199293,
to s present total floor area of 13,826
square feet. A meeting room. added in the
1992-93 expansion, is heavily used by
Weslon residents for meelings, perfor-
mances, and other events,

Fire Department
Fire protection and rescue services are pro-
vided by the Weston Volunteer Fire
Department {\WNED ). Established in 1931,
its current ®7 aclive members meet mini-
mum state ranngs of Firefighter | andfor
EMT-B or above, The WYFD operates
From tweo firchowses: The main siation ison
Norficld Road. in the Town Hall Complex;
the second i5 on Lvons Plain Road, in the
sputheastern part of town. Both buildings
are OF masonry constriuction. The WVFDR
with  the
Georgetown Fire Department 1o share
equipment on an “as needed” basis. which
provides an additional clement of proteg-
tion for both communites.

Weston has seven fire-fighting vehi-

has @ reciproval agresment

cles, two ambulances (sce Emergency
Medical Service, below), and one hoat uni-
lized by the WVFD SCUBA Dive/Rescue
Team, o wddition, the department has
access W specially equipped hazardous
muterials apparatus, The fire-fghting Mect
has been kept up to date; all seven com-
missioned vehicles were purchased. one
with private donations, since 1974, The

capacily of the pumpers and tankers
owned by the Town of Weston is car
cred adequate for the foreseeable future
maintain its readiness, lowever, the W)
plans, in 2000, to replace Engine 2 wi
pumperftanker beller suited 1w Wes
rural nature,

Because of Weston's low densaty,
houses widely spaced. most fires
minor, invelving a single structure
Brusl. In the event of a major fire or r
casualty, cquipment is available f
adjoining communities through mutual
HETECNICTS,

A town-wide network of fire po
and underground cisterns serves as a
ply reservair system. Dy hvdrants con
et be implemented at fire pands an
subdivisions.

Note: Fire prolection services anc |
vided under contract by the Geogets
Fire District o approximately 200 hoy
holds alons Route 57 from Samuel
Boad north,

Emergency Medical Service

The Weston Emergency Medical Sen
(EMS ) was established in 1967 as an
of the WVED, Today, it is an opera
division of the WYY and functions in
pendently, Weston EMS is licensed by
State of Connecticut. Its 40 Emerge
Medical Technicians (EMTs) and Med
Response Technicians (MRTs) are siz
certificd and trained in advanced lifes
porl sysiems, Several years ago, Wes
EMS, along with the Town ol Wesl
established with the Town of Wilton 4 jo
Paramedic  Program. which  provi
Weston residents with round-the-cl;
paramedic acute-care services.

Weston EMS s an all-volunteer s
vice that provides emergency care 1o
community at no churge. It is part of |

‘eston’s Public Safery Team and in
zeates all s activities with its emerger
responsi. partners. Weston EMS opers
bwa ambalances and a state-of-the-art pa
medic “Hy-car” 24 hours a day, 365 day
year, The system is built around a mat
“first responder.” who goes directly to
emergency scene. All EMTs and MR
carry advanced communication equipmi
and medical kits to provide appropri
Smergency intervention.

The success of the Weston’s em
ZENCY rEsponse svstem is based on the g



lization of the “211" svstem lo report an
emergency, along with clearly identilied
roads and house numbers, At the close of
P99, emergency TRSpOnses Were averaging
approximately one call per day. The
increase m new residents and the advane-
ing age of the elderly population. aleng
with the dramatic growth in home offices,
requires o continuing commitment to EMS
by the communily,

Police Department

The Weston Police Department was estab-
lished in 1973, The Board of Police
Commissioners oversees the depariment.
which currently consists of the police chief
and threg sergeants, one delective, nine
patro] afficers, and one civilian employee.
The police department currently responds
to-about 700 calls for service per month,
compared to 830 calls per month in 1956~
B, Medical émergency and rescue calls
réceive the highest priority from  the
depariment.

The Weston Police Depuartment is
located on the lower level of the Town Hall
Complex on Norfield Road. The depart-
ment’s averall purpose iz to safeguard the
lves, righis, and property of all people
within its jurisdiction and e deter crime.
Trends and patterns of crime are studicd to
prevent recurring erimes: Intensive investi-
mation techmigques are wlilized along with
stakeout and surveillance activities to
apprehend vielitors, The collection ol evi-
dence, the interviewing of witnesses, and
the interrogation of suspects are done in 4
prompt and effective manner while obsery-
ing duc process und respecting individual
rights,

The depariment seeks to prevent crime
through public enlightenment, neighbor-
hood-walch programs, and other crime-
prevention and educational programs,
Emphasis is placed on programs Lor voung
people in the cominunity. Alcohol and drug
awidreness programs receive high priority,
Collaborative efforts. with school and
recreational offieials ared used whenever
possible.

The department also seeks to prevent
erime by using visible patrols o create a
feeling of “police presence” and reduce
perceived opportunity. To reduce pre-
ventahle motor-vehicle accidents, the
police ssue warmings and summonses W
achieve citizen compliance with moior-
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vehicle Taws, Emphasis s placed on the
apprehension of drunk drivers and other
violators who pose sertous risks o safery,
All acowdents are investigated to determine
cause. Roadway desten and tralfic-control
measures are reviewed to Improve safety,
To maimtain the highest professional
standards. the department 1s commitied 1w
continuing education and training. Each
afficer réceives training that exceeds the
minimum mandatory  requirements. De-
}}Hitlﬂf_‘ﬂl managenent PfﬂC[iCﬁS CNEOUrgge
and reward high levels of achicvement and
commitment. Keeping the department
madern and motivated Faeilitates the deliv-
ery of gualitv service to Weston residents,

Public Works

The Department of Public Works 15 respon-
sible for muintenunce of lown roads,
drainage and operation of the Transfer
Station.

Refuse Disposal, The Transfer Station,
located on the S4-acre former landfill site
on Godirey Road West, b5 used for the
compaction of waste and the collection
of recyeleables: ulass and plastic botiles.
cans, newspaper. tires, batteries, metals,
demolition materials, and while paper
soods. In 1985, Weston sipned a 20-year
wpreement with the Conmecticut Resource

Recovery Authority (CRRA) for the de-
ivery to.and disposal of compacted witsle
Al 8 resource-Tecovery syslem {waste-to-
energy plant) in Bridgeport, In 19949, the
agreement wis extended for five years in
exchange for a lower “op” fee:-The ash
residue 15 deposited in the Punam Landfill.

Safe disposal of houschold hazardoos
wastes (e.g. oil-based paints and paint
products, hoose and garden chemicals) is
critical to the maintenance of Weston™s nat-
ural environment, partcularly the water
supply, A household-hazasdows wasie col-
lection duv, sponsored hy the Town, akes
place each year, in the fall, for residents,

Consideranon has been given 1o fulure
use of the open space created by the land-
A1 Because of the difficult errain at the
site, coupled with the acquisition of other
open space 11 town (e:g., the Heady prop-
erty), no plans w develop the property tor
any purpase — exeepl for o sécond com-
munications tower — are being considered
for the immediate foture,

Bog Pound. The Town Dog Pound s
located on the Transfer Stalion site,

Town Garage, Located on Old Hyde Road,
about one mite gast of the Town Center, the
Town Crarage had been an amalzam of

structures without adequate storage for salt

Weston Valunteer Fire Department and wircless communications tower
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and sand. As recommended in the 19n?
Town Plan, a new factlity was rebuilt in
1998 on the same site,

Water Supply, Privately owned deep wells
supply water for nearly all the homes in
Weston. Bridgepor Hydraulic: Company
supplies water to a small number of users
alang the Weston-Westport border. Limited
municipally maintained water supplies,
also derived from deep wells., provide
water o the school buildings, the Town
Hall Complex, the Library, and the Town
Crarage, A similar municipally muintained
system serves 28 users in the Ravenwaod
Road area, incluiing the Weston Gun Club
andl the Transfer Station. Water supply 1o
the Ravenwood sysiem has proven o he
inadequate during drought periods. When
that Bridgeport  Hydraulic
Company  supplements the supply by
trucking m water 1oy holding tank an the
Transtfer Station rroperty.

Septic Systems. All residences, businesses,
and public buildings are servid by individ-
ual septic systems. Care must be taken 1o
avoid  contamination of wells thirough
effluent leak-off,

A study of the septic systems that
serve the Weston schools and Town Hull
Complex is presently underway. The study
will determine an adequate gystem  that
meets Connecticut Department of Environ-
mental Protection regulations, Water con-
servation planning should be considered

BCCUrs,

3 _— 0 L=

Weston War Memorial Honor Rall

@5 an integral parl of any adequate system
desion,
Drainage. Town subdivision regulations
mandate “zero-incremental runoff” as the
control to regulate overall water discharges
or Nooding; drainage plans are presented
with subdivision and ot development
reduests:. A sludy was completed, using
existing maps. by the Connecticut
Department of Environmental Protection,
and flood elevations in the Suugatuck River
were revised from thie Sauputuck Reservoir
Dam 1o the intersection of Davis Hill and
Kellogg Hill roads, Flood elevations were
also revised in the West Branch of the
Saugatuck River from Godfrey Road West
to Lakeside Dirive
Social Services
In 1979, the Department of Social Serviges
was established with a part-time director.
Currently situated in Town Hall, the diree-
tor counsels and helps many Weston fami-
les i their times of need. The department
offers guidance, counsaling, and financial
help o senior citlzens, single-parent fami-
lies, shut-ins, and others, Frograms include
Meals-on-Wheels, Warm-up Fund, Senior
Center,  Dial-u-Ride, Weston  Tax
Abatement Program, shopping assistance,
a food pantry, and other lifeline services,
The Conunission for Children and
Youth. which includes u vouth member,
responds to the need for clildrens ser.
vices. In 1997, a full-time youth services

director was hired 10 sérve the Sp
needs of children under 18 vears af i
Al the other end of the spectrum,
Commission for the Elderly acts as
advocate for elderly residents, It s
service outreach is manifested 10 West
director of social services and the dire
of the Senior Center,
Day Care
The three churches in Weston each ope
dav-care centers. Emmanue] Mursery Sch
Norfield Children's Center, and St Fra
ol Assisi Pre-school secommodate appr
imately 125 children in total. In additi
four private day-care facilities that sery
total of about two dozen children, are Jice
ed by the State of Connecticut in Westo

Telecommunications

Telephone and Data, The installution
1999 of a telecommunications and d
fiber-optic backbone for the Town's mun;
ipal and school buildings s expected
sarve the town th futus
Expansion capability has been built in
insure any school additions can he sccon
modated, An enhanced Y11 system is e
rently being developed and  will |

well dnto

installed in the near future

Cable TV. Two carriers, Cablevision ¢
Connecticut and SNET Americast, curren
Iy provide cable television access |
Weston residents. Weston has the excluswy
use ol two channels on the sy siem: one o
commnity/govermment use: the other fo
the school system, Use of these publi
channels to disseminate information
programming of interest o Weston resi
dents should be cncowraged. Town funds
private donations, grants, and volunieer
efforts can facilitate the operation of and
progrimming on these channels,

Wireless Communications. The Town g
adopted » proactive attitude toward bl
Ing communication towers. In an effor
serve public safety needs, mumicipal locas
tions were made available 1o six licensed
wireless carriers 10 share access, along
with the Police Department, the W‘v"FD.':i
and EMS, to the Town's 195-f1. communis
cations tower, which was installed in
February 2000 adjacent o Town Hall. T
the future; a second shared communice
tions tower may be placed at the Transfer
Station to cover the northeast section of
Westan.




Table 5. Weston School Buildings

Date Opened  Additions School Year PreK*  K-3 5 Q-2 Total  Actonl
Hurlbung Elementary Schoo) (k-3 1490590 Iy 7 514 341 1,700 1,682
Eist Howse 1450 | -7 Ly Ti2 i3 382 L.=23 1807
Sieuth Howse 1953 [ 907 a8 lis 778 744 40 |33 [ Al
Morth House 1963 [ 199560 1) 21 Bils 418 20063 T4
Tean 1. MeXuill Center oy FERHR T I hlis B 453 22002 2285
Nowih Howse way bl dfter e fire dn 1960 destraved the el M-t Ify B o) 470 2350
Cone v it 500 et . iy 6 g
Weston Middle School (4-8) sl 1972, 1006, 1999 20346008 Loer s 287
Adelitions and remodeding Profects were cotipleted in 1073, ailelfironer! £00304 I8 i Lla 6 o
remadeiing of the clusiery v cempleted o FUOG, fy j00G § pottabie 2d)A Iiy 870 L. 163 T4 2735
classrooms were added ta the facility, 200506 It et Laon 73 20805

Westan High School (9-12) P

The original facilion, bl (n POAE accommadateid pradey #-70, y
L9, the facility wey entaroed o aceammodate. prodey 9-72

Administration Building 199705

Sharing the toweris) reduces the
chance of multiple 1owers being placed
throughout the 1own on or near residential
propeny. This practice should be continued
if or when a future need arises for towers in
additional locations.

School System

Since 1970, Weston has had its own K-12
school system, consisting of three separate
schools: Horace C. Hurlbutt Jr. Elementary
School, Weston Middle School. and
Weston High School. In 1968, the high
school was comprised of grades 8, 0 and
10: grades 11 and 12 were added in 19740,

The Weston public schools have long
been committed, in partnership with fami-
lies and the community as a whale; to (e
development of each child’s individual hest
performance, Weston High School pro-
vides 4 college-preparatory curriculum,
and 99 percent of Weston High School
graduates in 1999 continued their educa-
leon at four-vear colleges. Extensive fine
arts, athletic. and other co-curricular offer-
ings provide opportunities for young peo-
ple to develop beyvand the core curricilum,
Students who desire vocational COUTSEs or
need other forms of preparation participate
in regional programs,

Weston has had a long history of exira-
ordinary support for its schools. In the
school year 1998-99. Weston spent G885
percent of the Town Budeet on education.
In the same wvear, Weston's per-capita

1970

" estiRated,

Ealverntion

expenditure for its schools was $2,568 vs,
31,265 for Connecticut as o whaole,
Thraugh 2010, facilities projects are
cxpected (o require additional capital
expenditures, which will have to be fund-

Soleces Siate of ¢ Rectic

ed. in pant, by local taxes, The State of

Connecticul currently provides up 1o 20
percent seimbursement for school con-
strugtion, but this Jevel of support is not
glaranieed. Other forms of raditional fed-
eral and state suppart, such as special edu-
cation and Title | funding, have been

— =

e T T e
| STy

Hurlbur Elementary Sehool Core Building

e —

i, Degariment of Edwcanon, Wesian Board inf

reduced or eliminated in recent yeéars,
Weston schools are aceredited by the
New England Associution of Schools and
Colleges. In 1982, the LS, Department of
Education initiated a program imtendeid 1o
ientify and recognize as “National Blue
Ribban Schools™ the top one percent of the
FO0L000 schools ine the country. Weston
Middle School received this honor in the
1987-88 school vear: Weston High School
was recogmzed in [904.05,
{Canvinued on page 21
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Table 7. Weston High School Profile 1994-99

1999 P95 1997 199% 1995 14
# of Graduates 03 a3 LE] 84 9% Hi
Graduates whao entered college B5% Y% S5 96 e iy i) 4
Entered 4-veur collese A RS b i Do Q1% 264
Entercd 2-yeur collepe 5 ReA % I % 5% 45
Weston 5AT Verbal Mean S6l 376 285 553 575 305
Connectivul SAT Verbal Mean 510 51 SO0 37 i1l St
Natipnal Verbal Megn 3015 305 S5 s05 St 503
Weston SAT Math Mean 53R 589 570 357 At 67
Connecticut SAT Math Mean 3 S04 07 i 507 Aty2
Mational SAT Math Mean Sl 12 cylll 3015 512 304
Weston SAT Combined Mean 1.118 L.Ias 1161 1110 1,135 1,162
Connecticut SAT Combined Mean Loy R LANG It [O1g 1408
Nathonal SAT Combmed Mean AT 017 e L3 |20 1,012
NMSOT Semi-Finalists 4 2 3 1 2 3
NMSOT Commended ) 1) [ 9 11 11

Westan Hivtorical Society iv € “olev homesiead on Weston Road ( Rowure 57)




Weston ranked first in the Conneoticw
Junior  Engineering and Technology
WETS) competition in 19492, 1893, 1994,
1996, and 1997, The competition, spon-
sored by the University of New Haven and
United Technologies Corp.. is based on
engineering. mathematics and science
skills and engineering aptitude.

Physieal Facilities. The school buildings
are on a | ib-acre campus, separated by
playing fields, wetlands and wooded areas,
In the past, the aim was 1o keep the exist.
mg campus concepl should new stroctures
become necessary, smee it enhanees com:
munication hetween schools and fosters a
close relationship berween staff and siu-
dents as the students move through the S¥5-
tem, I 1995 to elddress an expanding
school pepulation, parking and transporta-
tion issues, as well as educational needs -

the: Board of Sclectmen retained  Fria
Associates, a planning and architeciural

A new howse
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firm. to provide a wn-vear plan for the
school campus. This resulted in the 1997-
U8 construction of a new elementary school
building. which links the three existing ele-
mentary school buildings, provides four
additianal reduces student
transit time between classes, and expands
core facilities, Al the same time, the exist
ing physical facilitics and systems at the
elementary schoal were upgraded.

Critical issues came into focus in
DOR-90 in connection with existing and
projected  enrollment ncrenses, lack ol
potential building siteés for possible new

classrooms,

school construction  located  within 1he
campus configuration, septic problems at
the high school, and serious traffic prob-
lems ot the school campus. The Town
determined that more time was required for
eviluation and planning. as well as 10 for
mulate & new vision to address the critical
wssucs properly. The Friar Associates plan
wias sl dside in 1999, and portable class-

rooms were installed at the Middle School
o meel pressing space needs,

Architectural firm Owens, Renz and
Lee (ORL} was then selected by the Board
of Selectmen to analyze the needs of the
school system and provide a sedes of
options — neluding new school construc-
uon, the expansion of existing schools, ar
both — to form a basis lor the major and
costly decisions that voters muy have (o
miake, The ORL recommendations are cur-
rently being reviewed by various Town
hoards and commissions,

Population. While the implementation
plans in the 1087 Town Plan were mtended
o cover approximately a decade, “Popula-
ton Bnrollment Projections™ provided by
the Board of Education projected student
population through 199 1-92, These projec-

tions accurately showed a hottoming out of
total enrollment early in that cvele. What
wis ol projected — or even envisioned
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Table 8. Residential Development Trends

MNew-House
Fiscal Sumber of MNew Lots Avg, Lots _Building
Year Subdivisions Created Subdivision Permits
1465 b5 s .53 109
9740 9 i1 37 a7
1471 E 34 4.4 £l
1472 L 33 E T it
1973 15 56 37 i
1974 b e 2 349
1975 7 1 n' 27
1970 i 40 50 55
1977 12 34 4.5 T2
1978 14 LLE 0 s
1979 14 f 4.0 44
Tsil 9 03 JIRR 7
1931 b 37 4.0 33
1952 a X7 a0 L
983 7 42 6.0 a2
1984 5 15 LE ith
1985 14 13 5.1 B3
T8 13 46 3.5 il
1987 n'd n'a na mifit
1954 nfa 1/a i il
1989 7 52 T [
19490 ] 79 2.3 £i]
199] i 62 20.7 g
1992 5 17 1.4 13
9493 E 14 4.0 i
R 4 41 1.3 34
1995 3 {4] 13 40
1994 3 5 3.0 f1ty
19497 1 3 10 45
1998 5 a9 5.8 i

nfa: not avattable

Sowerces: Town of Weston Annual Keporis; Butlding Qffice

was the “mini” baby boom of the 1990
and the “out-migration™ from cities and
suburbs to ex-urban communities,
Enrollment in Weston schools has
grown by almost 60 percent in the last
decade, increasing from 1449 students in
school veéar 1990-91 1w 2,285 students in
1999-2000, Peak enroliment decarmed in
school vear 1972-73, when 2,446 pupils
atended Weston schools. The Connecticut
Department of Education  projections

indicate Weston will have a school popula-
tion of 2805 students i 2005-06,
Architectural firm ORL uses an expected
enrollment figure that peaks at 3,000
students in 2010, then declines: SWHEPA
projections indicate 2,742 students in
Weston in 2020,

Program. Weston™s curriculum at the ele-
mentary level stresses the development of
reading, writing, and mathematics sKkills.

As children progress to the intermediate
arades, conlent-hased learning 15 intro-
duced. This progresses to a discipline-
based, college-preparatory program at the
high school. College-level Advanced
Plagement courses are offered inall major
depariments, with college: credit awarded
1o students who satisfactorily complate the:
courses. Callege enlrance requirements are;
monitored  continually 1o ensure  thal
Weston's curriculum links well with col-
fepes and universitics.

Waston provides up-to-date compul-
ers, telecommunications access. and other
technology for students and tcachers 10 use
when these tols support the curriculum. In
1994, the schools began a major anid
comtinuing — technology mntiative to e
place old machines, invest in Internct con-3
nections for student research, and develop
communications  networks. Teachers are
repularly provided in-service courses i
new technological advances,

Regional/Cooperative Frograms, Westan
teachers founded, administer, and teach inl
the Four Summer  School, in
Morwalk. This regional program featuresi
well-developed summer curriculum
addresses coltural diversity.

Weston students may enroll in (hel
Japanese Magnel  School  ar Bricn
MeMahon High School, also in Norwa
Along with rraditional courses, this innov
ative program adds the study of
Tapanese language and a trip o Japan.

In 1997, the Connecticut Legislatue
reviewed recommenditions Tor change i
the public schools statewide as a result of
a Connecticur Supreme Cowrt order
the Sheff v, O'Neill case. The court ruld
that the State of Connccticut’s  sysien
for managing public schools on g town-bis
town basis resulted in racial isolatiod
and differences in educational gualily
among schools, In the 1995 eiphth-grai
Connecticut Mastery Test, for example
83 percent of Weston students (the highel
percentage in the state) reached the st
soal lor mathemartics; in Hartford, onl
4 percent of students met the goal The
court charged the Legislature to {ind rem
dies: While the govermor-appointed pang
recommended changes, the Legislatunes
Appropriations Committee refused to fuad
the proposals. The discrepancies in edus
cational results between Connecticut’

Tirwn
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Table 9. Economic and Demographic Outlines, Southwestern Connecticut

Residential Sales; Sales Price Distribution

L.ess than S100,001 to S200,001 o S300,001 to S4010,001

Total Sales 5 TR, (M0 SZ00,000 S300,006 S0, M or more
Darien 425 = 21 34 53 263
Grecnwich 1,247 a3 a3 it 136 67
MNew Canagan S |5 20 i3 i 30l
MNorwalk 1,445 7 (L3 304 L50 L1
| Stamford 2190 431 Gl 546 253 349
WESTON 26 & ] 12 45 141
Wastport fhd f 47 4 152 RENH)
Wilton 497 G 45 i 145 220
South Western Begion 7289 T34 |, 459 L300 | 86 2630
Connecticu 56,333 22,254 20,713 ER 2930 40036
Faarfiehd Counry 17795 4,504 4,830 32 |11 3,349
Stamford Labor Market Area T.289 734 1,459 1,360 D86 2630
South Western Economic T_',ES_‘} o T3 - - 1,459 - 1,360 L 086 2,650

Development Region

Soigree Connecticar Evonomic Resource Center. Inc., fuly 1998

Table 10. Profile of Weston Housing: 3,537 houses on 7,418 acres

Homses by Siee

{sgquare Feel of living area) N, Sk of Total Average Value Average # haths Averagelol Size  Average Ape
(=200 a5 5 5 471971 1.8 214 [ S0 {55 yrs_)
2AR = D 2002 6.3 £ 3H5HO5 £ 214 1957 {42)
00 -4 (0K 447 124 & 992067 17 256 1970129
G000 and up (] 34 £ 1,730,340 3.1 iR 1983 (1A)
Houses by Value Mo % of Total Average SFLA®  Average # baths  Average Lot Size  Average Age
B ro 350,000 239 0.7 1330 1.3 1.34 1947 138 yrs.)
SA5R0KN 1o 5300000 LI 302 2021 22 1.93 1945 (31)
SO0 o $700,000 1,507 int 2,790 25 224 L3S (41
STHLO00 and up Q21 2600 4,277 A3 274 1961 (38)
Houses by Age (year built) N % of Total Average SFLAY  Average # baths  Average Lot Size  Value

64 o PR 243 [ 2591 24 258 5 625640
1907 1o 1940 337 9.5 2,232 2.2 257 £ 608.702
1941 10 1970 | ot 46.6 2356 24 14 5 521664
P91 1 1950 510 144 2430 2.0 222 5 o0s.604
1981 1o 1990 452 13.6 3702 30 2325 § 794706
PHG] o 1R 33 b ¥ 4 REN 1R 243 $1,153,703

® SFLA: Esq. i of living area)

Sewrce: 2000 Revaluation, Cale-Laver-Tramible. Inc.




major cities, where poverty is widespread,
and Connecticut’s suburhs, which are
stgnificantly more aftlvent, remain vast
During the [W9U-2000 school vear, as
a consequence of the Shell v. 0 Meill case,
three students from the City of Bridgeport
are enrofled o Weston®s  elementary
school, and five attend the high sehood,
They ure bussed 1w Weston al Sate of
Connecticut expense, Weston also receives
i reimbursement of 32000 per pupil from
the Stute of Connecticut. Depending on the
availability ol classroom space. 11 15
expected that this program will grow,

Special Education, Weston provides pro-
grams [or exceptional children, as requirad
by federal laws and state statutes. This
ohfigation remams very  dynamie, with
medical research, new uses of technelogy,

tegal decisions, and other sources of

change influencing programming for spe-

il students, The recent reauthorization of

the Individuals with Disabilities Edvcatian

Cobb s M Tan
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Act {IDEA) brings additicnal changes and
increased Iocal costs. Some examples:

« Fach child must be assessed in terms of
the general curricolum; tyving the expec-
tatons and academic program of chil-
dren with disabilitics. to the general cur-
rculum must be bome at local vost,

« At least one of the child's regular class-
room . wachers must participate o the

child's: TEP
tIndividual Education Program) and any
modification thereto: The related cost of
substitute teachers and lost class time
can e significant,

development  of  the

+ FParenis have access o all records.

» Teachers are entitled 10 more suppont

STV IS,

« The child’s need for wehnology devices

and services miugst be considered.

« Higher qualification levels  among

professionals and paraprofessionals are
promolect.

Weston's Eurly Learning Center, start-
ed in Aupust [USS, provides special educa-
tien and related services to children, ages
3-to-3, who are identitied as having special
needs, and then foulies. The Hand-in-Hand
prograrm was established i the 199203
school year to provide opportunities for
special-necds children o interact and leam
with children withowt disabilities. Children
without special needs who participate in
the Hund-in-Hand program. which meets
pwice a week, are charged o fee of 3300 per
year, Currently, there are 14 children in the
Early Learmng Center program, plus seven
childeen in the Hand-in-Hand program,

The schools slso provide programs for
gifted children, as well as user-funded,
after-school enrichment programs

Ntaffing. Weston's faculty in school year
1995-99 incleded 154,53 full-time equive
12 Central Office and
huilding administrators (including depart-
ment chairsy, Other full-time equivalen

lent 1eachars and




prafessionals, including librarjans and
auidance staff, totaled 154, The non-certi-
fied full-time equivalent support staff counl
was 33,0, Weston teachers boast an average
4 vears of expenence and nearly S0 per-
cent hold master's degrees or higher,

Student Achtevement. Un the Scholastic
Aptitude Test, the 19498 combined math
and verbal average score of 1,165 was a
Weston High' School record. This com-
pires 1o a4 Sute combingd score of 1,419
and @ matbonal combined score of LLOLT,
Weston™s 1990 combined math and verbal
average score of 1118 compares 0 a
statewide. combined scorg of 1,009 and 4
national combined score of 1LUL6,

REsinEsTIAL DEVELOPMEN]

Weston is one: ol the lowest densiy resi-
dential communities in the Greater MNew
York Metropolitan Begion, primanly due
1o the following factors:

[.the absence of public water-supply and
spware-disposal svstems makes private
wells and septic systems necessary;

[ ]

cgoning regulations that require a mini-
mium two-acre lot for each residence:

L]

Jthe ahsence of commerciad and industri-
al development; aned

4, mare than 3,400 acres of land set aside
for parks. open space, conservation, o
watcrshed preservation.

I'he underlving concepts that should
govern the planning of any lulure resi-
dential development in Weston are the
preservation of the Town's present low
density residential character and protection
of the environment. Under current zoming,
all sreas of Weston are zoned for use as
single-family, detached residences, at n
density of not more than one house per
two acres, Other uses, such as private ¢lubs
or churches, are permitted under the spe-
¢ial permit procedure included in the zon-
ing rezulations. More than 55 percent of
the developed land in Weston is in residen:
tial vse, Most of the remaiming 45 percent
is used for public facilities. vonservation,
or privale recreational clubs, FEwvery
dwelling has the potential for an in-house,
accessory apartment andfor home ocou-
pation, provided the requirenients in the
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coning regulations are met.

Tovn arge extent, the existing pattern
of residential development conforms to the
one-dwelling-per-two-acres density estab-
hished throughout Weston by the 1953
Amended Zonmg Reoulations.

Approximately  four  percent ol
Weston's cxisting residences ane on lots of
four or more acres, Aboul G0, or 200 per-
cent. of exstng residences are located on
lots of less than two acres. The majority of
these smaller lots are larger than one acre,
and o war substantially detract from
Weston's overall low-density character.

Trends

Wieslon, now 33 percent developed, 15 with-
i commuling distance of Stamford and other
cenlers of economic activity in Fairfield
and Westchester counties, as well us New
York City. Yet, the town is able to maintain
its pattern of  low-density development
through striet appheation and enforcement
of its current zoning regulations:

Weston's residential development has
experienced peaks and valleys over the past
40 years. In the past six vears, new-house
butilding permits (the hest indicator of
building activity) have been fairly consis-
tent. peaking in fscal year |993-1996,
when 66 permits were issued. A greater
Auctuation, however, appears In the num-
ber of new lots created by subdivision —
from a low of three in 1997 to a high ol 113
in 1985,

During the past ten yvears, the number
of lots created roughly equaled the number
of new house permits issued, From 1939
through 1994, the aggregate number of lots
created by subdivision or re-subdivision
wis greater than the number of new house
permits by a margin of 267 1o 122 From
1995 through 1998, however. the number
of new house permits 1ssued has exceceded
the number of new lots created by subdivi-
sion by acount of 191 permits issued 1o 31
lons created. This, the growtlh in the number
of new dwellings in Weston over the past
five years has bezn primarily from building
on lots ereated by subdivision and re-sub-
division activity carlier in the decade.

The dssuance of new house permits,
however, 15 not abways the Tesult of a lal
created by subdivision or re-subdivision.
Mew houses may be constracted on build-
ing lots created s a result of “free cuts”

{ie.. where subdivision approval is not

required) or as in the case ol the recent
redevelopment  phenomenon,  through
demolition of existing homes. Based on the
number of demalition permits issued over
the past ten years, it is estimated thal
almost 13 percent of new houses in Weston
are being built en lots where the pre-exist-
ing house was tom down.

Another trend Weston s experiencing
s the construction of very large homes.
These mansions have rased ever-increas-
ing concermns over 1ol coverage, drainage
tssues, and well-water supplies, In neigh-
boring towns, similar concerns have result
ed in the implementation of flogr-area ratio
amdior lot-coverage limititions in an effort
1 maiitain the character of neighborhoods

amch protect enineal natural resources

Development Potential

Future development in Weston  should
enhance -and protect the region’s natural
resources and preserve the town's low-den-
sitv residential character. Much of the
remaining developable land s sensitive or
marginal in materee and will require individ-
ual attertion through applicable zoning and
subdivision repulations, New subdivisions
should be developed in harmony with the
neighborhoods around them, Arcas that
contain buildings and sites ol histone and
natural signilicance should continue ' be
designated and protected,

When the 1969 Town Plan was pub-
lished, 37 percem of Weston was devel-
oped. and the measure of the community s
future needs was uncertam. By the publica-
tion of the 1987 Town Plan, 83 percent of
Weston's land Rad been committed Lo
specific uses. Now, in 2000, approximately
"5 percent of Weston™s land s developed,
Recent acquisitions of land by the Town for
open space and recreation will also affect
the amount of land available for luture res-
idental development.

The maps “Land Use 200K (see Map
I, pages 20-21) and “Conservation &
Recreation Areas and Fire Ponds” (sece
Map L, pages 32-33
presently in useor reserved for conserva-
tion or watershed preservation, as well as
all land available for future development.
Using these maps, and hased on the fol-
lowing conditions and gssumplions, an
effort has been made to determine the max-
imum nember and general distribution of
potential sites for new residences.

I ghow all arcas




L. New lots will conform 1o current zoning
and subdivision regulation requirements,

2. Residential development will be as
intense as permitted by these regulations
— twooacres per lot, with an allowance
for road access and open space.

3 Development of arcas with very rugeed
terrain will be possible only with suffi-
cient consideration of special natural
charneleristics.

4. No development will take place in wet-
lands or swamps without exhausting all
reasonable and prudent aliernatives and
considering the need for conservation
and for maimntenance of a  healthy
groundwater cycle.

3, Nonconfarming uses will remain.

a, Mo allowance has been made for land o
be devated for new public or semi-

pubdic uses,

=

The 1987 Town Plan reflected the
potential for 984 pew homes, Currently, it
s estimated that approxtmately 300 new
residences could be constructed in Weston
il all remaining developable land were
devoted 1o residential development. This
takes into account all land not yel subdi-
vided or otherwise in use, less the road arcas
necessary and the required open space.

Of course, the need for open space,
addivional private or public recreational
facilities, additional public facilities, or
the effects of  development  beyond
Weston's borders may reduce the amount
of acreage available for fuwure residential
development. Conversely, if land now
used for private recreation. conservation
or watershed becomes available for de-
velopment, more building lots than cor-
rently estimated could potentially hecome
available,

At the present average family size of
2.6 persons, approximately 30H single-
family housing units could accommodate
almest 800 people under present zoning
regulations, When added to the 1998 esti-
mated population of 8 846, Weston's total
population at full development would
approach 10,000 people,

Weston’s zoning regulations  have
always provided for roomers or boarders,
Also, Weston was a pioneer in the south-
western region in permitting  accessory
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apartments, There were an estimated 247
legally permitted accessory apariments in
town — in nearly seven percent of the
dwellings — as of Apnl, 2000.

Much of the remaining land available
for development in the Town of Weston
is very mugged terrain and will present
difficultics for development, Policies for
planning future residential developmeni
must consider the carmying capacity of
the land, The Weston Water Study, 2
groundwater analvsis completed in 1993,
determined Weston's groundwater was
very high-quality overall. Although the
volume of the water supply was found
to he ample for moest residences, a further
study should be done Lo determine the
effect of multiple wells on individual and
neighboring properlies. Since new homes
being constructed can have more than one
well, the impact of future development on
proundwater quantity muast, for planning
purposes, rank in importange with ground-
water quality,

Business DEVELOPMENT

Weston has little remail business develop-
ment, 1t has one shopping cenier, and
home occupations are scattered throwghow
what are otherwise exclusively residential
areas. [n Weston, however, businesses are
iwith the exception of the one shopping
center) generally not the tvpes that attract
customers locally and ereate traffic. park-
ing, and appearance problems. Weston is
fortunate not 1o have 1o cope with the
consequences of uncontrelled business
growth in the past and is refatively free
to mutke Lirme policy decisions with respect
o business development in the future,
especially  with the
Internet-hased c-commerce,

The entire Town of Weston is zoned as
a twoegere residential and farming distriet,
Home occupations are permitted 11 they
are conducted by an owner-occupant al
his/her domicile or by a resident member
of that owner-occupant’s family: but the
activily must be clearly subordinae 1o
the residential wvse of that property.
Businesses curmently in operation that do
notl gualify as home cccupations are non-
conforming uses that existed prior o the
establishment of zoning.

Weston Center, the primary arca ol

profiferation ol

retail business development n Weston, [5 4
pre-existing, non-conforming business use
located on approximately six acres of prop
erty on the west side of Route 537 [Westor
Foad), just north of Norfield Road, in the
southwestern quadrant of wewn. Westor
Center comprises a markel, hardware store
package stare, insurance agency. real estate
agency, dry  cleancr, pharmacy,  lun
cheonette, bank, aute service station, and
post office {see Table 2, page 0),

Weston’s current zoning regulation:
also define requirements for Neighborhoo
Shopping Districts. Since there 15 no unde
veloped Meighborhood Shopping Distric
propery designated on the Weston zoning
map at this writing. a change in the may
would be required before such a distne
could be approved.

Approximately MM business, profes
siomal, and service uses are registered cur-
rently with the Town of Weston, of which
83 are home occupations. These  uses
cither preceded the establishment of z2on-
ing (legal, nonconlforming uses ) or ane per-
mitted under existing home-occupation
resulations. Some involve service (o cus-
tomers or clients at the business location; a
others, transactions are handled primarily
by lelephone, Intemel or other electronic
communication. systent, of at the custos
mer's place of business.

Further DevelopmentThrough the vears,
the Planning and Zoning Commission has
carefully studied the need for further bus
ness development and concluded:

1. To protect the rural-residential character
of the community. business developmen
should Be limited w0 that which serves
the imimedinte needs of the residents &
they so determine,

2, Weston residents should continue 1o rely
primarily on Facilities available in neigh-
boring cities and towns for major shop:
ping needs and services.

The shops currently locaed at Weston
Center are considered adequate to meet the
needs of Weston residents. Medical ser
vices, both locally available 8% home occls
pations and amply provided in neighboring
communities, are sufficient for the commis
nity's needs. Other occupations and sef
vices allowable under the present homes



pecupition regulations are deemed suffi-
ciesit for the foresseable future.

The Planning and Zoning Commission’s
conclusions are hased on these factors:

+ The logic supporting the 19587 Town
Plan wus reviewed, and 11 was deter-
mmed that the amount of commercial
development available s stll sufficient
L suppart the needs of Weston residents,

« At public hearings held in 199% on the
subjeet ol commercial development pro-
posals, residents overwhelmingly voiced
their approval of retaining the policy of
no Jurther commercial development in
Weston: avoiding  over-commercializa-
tion, such as that in neighboring commu
nities; and retaining Weston us o residen-
tial “ereen™ arca, as recommended i
SWRPA studies,

+ The Planning and Zoning Commission,
as part of its Town Plan 204K} workshops,

solicited input from citizens and Town ol

Weston officials regarding the desire
and/or need 1o increase commercial

Grodfrey Pond, Devil's Den Preserve
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development of Weston, No increase in
commercial development was desired.
I£, in Weston residents
clearly indicate thar expanded commercial
facilities are needed, any such development
should contribute o, rather than hinder,
efionts o preserve Weston's rural-residen-
tis] character., Sricl standards should be st
for site plunning and building arrangzement,
with such development located only on
apvironmentally suitahle land, A1l locu-
tions considered for luture business areas
should also be evaluated carefully 1o deter-
mine whether any adverse effects will
impact the cfficient movement and safely
of antomobile waffic andfor pedesirians.

the fulure,

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

Weston residents have consistently indicat
ed that the Town's “rural characier™ is its
mest desirable phyvsical feature. On numer-
ous occasions during the past 12 vears, the
residents have voted overwhelmingly for
the acquisition or preservation of signifi-

X S
- {" J“ 1 :-{
¥ \ “ '.4;

:{-..

cant tracts of land in their natural and unde-
veloped state. In that same period, vaters
approved total expenditures of 5.7 million
tor assure the perpetual preservation of oves
Lol acres, or 2.5 square miles, of land,
Restdents have shown both @ strong desire
toe protect and preserve the natural land-
seape and o willingness o pay higher taxes
1o assure i, Sound ccological reasons sup:
port the nstinets of the voters, molodimg:
protection of aguifers, sweams, rivers, and
ponds: the preservation of natural land-
seape forms; and the protection of native
plant and animal communities.

Weston's geographical location in the
heart of the megalopolis, along with the
attractiveness of its outstanding school sys-
tem: pose severe challenpes to the acquisi
tion and setting aside of remaining tracts of
lund. High land prices are not new 10
Weston, and public officials have, in the
immediate past, found creative and effec-
tive ways to reduce the cost of acquisition
OT preservation,

The Towwnaf Westion has learned that o
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18 ot likely that private landholders will
donate large fracts of land o the Town and,
has had 1o find
aggressive and sophisticated ways to pre-
serve open lands,

The Town also has learned that the
putright purchase of undeveloped land in
fee simple for cash is not the only method
of preserving open space, Effective part-
nerships with various landholding organi-
zations have demonstrated thal the Town is
not the only parly capable of, and interesi-
ed in, preserving open space in Weston,

The Town of Weston should consider
adopting the following policies:

therefore, other, more

1. Town officials  should continue 1@
acguire apen space and recreation lands.
Because open space lands will be pre-
served in perpetoity, long-term financ-
ing, cither through bonded indebiedness
or fong-term martgages o landowners, is
an appropriate vehicle of linancing,

2. The Town should continue 1o find part-
ners with financial resources and the

f;

L

common goal of land and natural habitar
preservation. Any plan of action that
results in the dual oo vrantees of (a) per-
petual preservation, and (b} availability for
passive or active recreation and for spir-
iteal refreshment, is e be encouraged.

To induee private owners 1o sell land 1o

the Town for open-space purposes, the
Town should take advamage of the
acceptance of Conservation Restrictions,
the granting of life estates, and the use of
the Town's speeial Lax status,

. The Town should appeal 1o the “sense of

place™ of long-term residents who do no
favor development but require some
security for their later years.

CAcqguiring lands of any size that link,

connect. bridee between, or tack onto
parcels already preserved. in order

create continuous  forest  lracts, are

important targels of acquisiton,

.The public should understand thar the

purchase of open-space |land affects

development and ultimately reduce
pressure on the Town's annual budget.

. Town officiuls must continue to educal

the public 45 w the importance of pre
tecting wetlands. Regorded as valueles
by some, wetlands are; in fact, amon
the most "valuable™ lands to presery
and ‘protect. Their acquisition by th
expenditure of Town funds is; therefon
e be encouraged without apology.

Recreation Areas

Weston presently enjoys the use of 53
acres of its land for private and publ
recreation, which s 3.9 percent of 1k
Weston's total acreage. OF that land, 34
acres are publicly owned, The Nation:
Recreation Association has estabhished
widely used minimuom standard of 1en acr
of recreation land per 1000 populatio:
This standard, however, is based solely o
active recreational needs and does not tak
into account the broader funclions of ope
space or the varving needs and desires (

fisceglie-Seribner Park




different types of communilies, Meverthe-
less. al Weston's current population level
of about S.80Hk that standard suggests a
munimum of 88 acres and makes Weston's
commtment W recreation guite subsiantal,

Recent land acquisitions for essential-
v passive recreation are the Troul Brook
and Lachat properiiés. AL least sixteen
acres of the 33-acre Heady property pur-
chase will be devoted o active Tecreation,
purticularly ball fclds.

In carrving oul ils open-space pro-
aram, consideration has been given to the
acguisition ol sites that could be developed
for active recreational purposes (e.g.,
Bisceglie Park, Keene Park, a small parcel
near Devil’s Glen, and the alorementioned
Heady property). Use of these propoeries
bv varipus age groups is being planned in
conjunction with the Parks and Recreation
Commission, Any recreationa]  develop-
ment on Town-owned land, whether that
development is an indoor or outdoor facili
Ly, should be owned and operated by the
Town of Weston.

Keene Park
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Playgrounds and Play Fields
Pluyerounds and play fields should contin-
e to be developed at school sites and with
i our parks — such as the recent installa-
ton ar Keene Park of a play area for small
children. Playgrovnds should contain areas
and apparatus for separate sports activities.
Facilites should nclude traditional ball
fields and courts, running/walking tracks,
tennis courts. ete., and. where practical.
adeguate on-site parking.

As school facilities expand, plans
should include their use for after-school
indoor and owtdeor recreation,

Parks

Weston™s parks and recreation aseas pro-
vide a variety of active and passive outdoor
recreation. Outdoor swimming and a fit
mess course are availuble o residents at
Bisceglic Park, All the public parks provide
trails and guiet areas to observe the heauti-
ful natural surroundings and wildlife, The

Town's recem purchases of the Lachat and
[rout Brook properties will provide addi

tional walking trails and, perhaps, cross.
country skiing areas and ice-skating on na-
tural ponds. The sequisition of small
“neighborhood parks” may be desirable in
the future.

Pathways

We should plan to enhance the use of
our parks and dedicated open space by
linking them with adjoming Aspetuck
Land Trust property, A petwork of trails
linking puhlic recreation and open-space
areas could be made available for walking
and, where allowed, horseback riding. The
amount of land required for such a network
would be relatively small and should be
identitied in advance so acquisition could
be planned.

Private Recreation

Weston Field Club, Weston Tennis Associ
ation, Weston Gun Club, and Aspetuck
Country Club provide private recreational
apportenities for many Weston residents
who ure members.
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IV. IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS

NATLRAL RESOURCES

Action/Recommendation

Implementing Agent

4. Continue open-space requirement for subdivisions,
30 lmplement a town-wide policy encouraging retention of existing
forests, rocky outcrops, ridges, boulder fields, trees, stone walls,
and historic and archeological features,
5. Establish guidelines on redevelopment of individoal fots to-assure
no greater negative impact on the water supply, water quality, or wells.
7. Provide suppon For num-off control policy.
Roabps

. Consider water and aquiter pollution and conservation protection

dclion.

Continue o bmprove Loland Wetland regulimions o assure non-
migration of aguifer contamination,

Continue program of regular testing of wells and surface water
for water purity.

. Consider changing existing subdivision regulations w minimise

impervious surface arca and to maintain the natural hvdrologic
function ol the siels),

. Mintmize impact of development on neighboring property.

Action/Recommendation

Pas

Selectmen Hocal ordimance)
Conservation Commission
Selectmen

P&Z

Conservation Commission
Westpor-Weston Health District

P&

P&7
Conservalion Commission

B&Z
P&Z

Conservation Commission
Selectmen
Historic District Commission

P&y
Conservation Commission

P&EZ
Conservation Commission

Implementing Agent

(e

Ly

. Btrengthen tratfic safety enforcement.

. Continue an adequately funded road maintenance program.

- Study “traffic calming” within Weston,

. Study the impact of regional traffic patterns on Weston traffic,

including any possible impact of the Super 7 priject.

. Require appropriate uniform street signs to [acilitate

SMETRENCY SEIVice response,

Police Dept,

P&Z

Public Works Dept,
Town Engineer
Selectmen

Board of Finance

P&

Town Engineer
Public Works Dept.
Police Depr.

P&

Selectmen

SWEPA

Metropohitan Planning Organization
Palice Commission

Palice Dept.

Selectmen (docal ordinance)
Public Works Depl
Town Engineer
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CoMmustry Faciurries

Action/Recommendsation

Implementing Agent

1, Develop a long-range plan for Town administeative lacilities
that maximizes use of existing facilities and structures
through the efficient use of space, modem office design,
and echnology

2, Continue capital funding of appropriate school expenditures
with design for multi-purpose community use,

A0 Al town facilities should be used lo maximum extent possible
by all community groeps before commatting 1o addinonal
community facilinies,

4. Emergency Senvices;

. Provide appropriate funding ol neccssary cmergency services

b. Create a long-range plan for firg protection, including
development of additional lire ponds and underground
cisterns, and requiring sprinkler svstems where appropriate,

"¢, Develop a plan for fire-pond and underground cistern maintenance.

d. Require appropriate house numbering and uniform street
signs 1o facilitate emergency service response,

2. Educate property owners-abowt providing proper access for
emergency vehicles.

(Contimeed on next page)

P&
Selectmen
Board of Finance

Board af Education
Board of Finance
Selectmen

Town Meecting

P

Selectinen

Board of Finance
Towe Meeting

Selectmen
Board of Finance
Town Meeting

F&Z

Selectmen (local ordimance)
WYFD

Fire Marshal

P&

WYWFD

Fire Marshal
Publhc Works Depr.

Selectmen (local ordinance)
Police Commission

Police Dept
Communication Center
WYFD

Fire Marshal

P&Z
Selectmen
Police Dept,
WVFED

Fire Murshal
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5 Public Warky;

a. Comtinue o program ol sewer avedance.

b. Protect aquifers, groundwiter, surface water,

€. Consider future iise of Transfer Station site.

id. Make safe, orsunized household hazardous-waste disposal a priorily,

e, Uoordinate houschold hazardous-waste disposal with the
State and with neighboring towns o maximize results,
minimize expense. and add reciprocal disposal opportunitics.

f. Develop and maintnin appropriate mumcipally owned wells.

. Continue e finit w municipal propery the construction
af communication towers,

ne

. Explore ways to re-establish the Town government’s

compliance with zoning regulations,

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Action/Recommendation

(R

Lax

=

9.

10,

P&

P& (changes 1o regulations,
and enforcement)
Conservation Commission

Public Works Dept,
Selectmen (with P&F)

Selectmen

Selectmen

Town Enginesr
Public Works Depl

P&
Selectmen

P&7
Selectmen

Implementing Agent

. Implement the recommendations of the Ground Water Study

and continue fo monitor the ground water supply.

. Review septic suitability 1o relation o water supply,

. Develop a palicy for fuire residential development and

redevelopment, considering alternative 1ypes of housing
consistent with the environment and the town's character,

- Bequire contirmation of water supply and septic suitability

when property is transferred.

- Continue official record of apartiments.

Study the proposals of the State Blue Ribbon Commission on Affordable
Housing, dated Fehruary 2000, o meéasure diversity of housing,

. If & public water supply is introduced, maintain sewer avoidance.

. Consider implementation of floor-area ratio limitations,

Review and implement zoning standards for Tot coverage,
building height, floor area ratio, and set-backs to profect
nelghborhood churacter and 1o preserve natural characteristics,

Stody and implement regulations regarding the effect of multiple
well mstallations on neighboring propertics and aguifers
prior i the installation of additional wells,

P&
Conservation Cammission
Westpart-Weston Health District

P&/
Westport-Weston UHealth Bistrict

P&Z
Referendum (For major changes)

P&
Conservation Commission
Westport-Weston Health District

P&ES
Assessors Office

P&Z

P&E
P&

P&E
Westport-Weston Health Thsirict

Péei
Conservation Commission
Westpori-Weston Health District
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Action/Recommendation Implementing Agent

v

1. Continue updating map of historic districts and consider P&z
establishing new districts. Town Enginecr

Historic District Commission

12, Update community register of homes that are 100 or more vears old P&
Historic Districl Commission,
Assessor's Office
Business DEVELOPMENT

Action/Recommendation Implementing Agent

L. Study current zoning regulations regarding business use, Péc
2, Prior 1o making any change in business development policy, P&

determine the possibleimpact on traffic, safety, environment.
and rural-residential comumunity character.

3, Review and amend the zoning reculations that allow certain professional P&Z
andd other limited home occupations, Due 1o the increased size of the
average residence being constructed. reassess the current regulations
as to the percentage and maximum sguare footage of the residential
property that is allowed to be dedicated to @ home occupation,

QPrEN SPACE AND RECREATION

Action/Recommendation

Implementing Agent

Avquire appropriale open space as it becomes available,

in the future are dedicated 1o permanent use,

Sclectmen
Land Acguisition Comm,

2. Develop approprigte funding mechanisms for land acquisition, Selectmen
Land Acquisition Comm.
3. Attempt private gerecments with property owners 1o preserve Selectmen (Land Acguisinon Comm.)
Dpen space.
4, Comtinue present policies of protecting certain natural sites and Pacd
lodies of water.
3. Estahlish “Dominski-Oakrock™-identified protection zones as a Pas
guideline for identifying the location of “micro-environments™. Conservation Commission
6, Consider requiring that new development be designed to maintain P&L
the open, low-density appearance of [own.
7. Continue to evaluate the need for town-owned and operated Selectmen
recreational facilities, P&Z
Parks & Recreation
8, Connect open-space arcas, where possible, P&Z
Aspetuck Land Trust
Nature Conservancy
9. Continue current subdivision practice of requiring open space P&
on-all new projects and redevelopment,
Lih: Chatline professional planning, legal, emergency, and use Pz
stucties before the Heady, Lachat and any properties acquired Selectmen
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Y. APPENDICES

APPENDIX A A ZoNING/ESVIRONMENTAL CHRONOLOGY

First zoming regulations adopied
Eust House {Hurlhair Elementary School) opened

doning regulations amended: 2-acre zoning
Subdivision rezulations adopied

Soeuth House (Hurlbutt Elementary School) opeped
Merth House destroved hy fire
Middie School opened (as Junor High School)

North House (Furlbonr Elemcntary School) rebuill
Aspetuck Valley Health District formed

Weston adopts "Homie-Rule" Charter

Zoning regulations revised: no cammercial development
Sunitary Landfill opened

P&Z changed to 7 elected members (from 3 uppointed)
Emergency Medicil Service formed

Conservation Commission appointed
High School apened

Town Plan of Development published
Historic Distriet Commission formaed

Zoning Regulations revised and expanded
Meighborhood Shopping Districts

Weston Watershed Association formed
Subdivision Regulations revised

League of Women Yoters/P&Z Housmg Survey conducted

Communications Center opened

Lazard property purchased (Keene Park)

Maddle School addition, including pool, compheted
Inland Wetlands Ordimanee adopred

Town Tennis Courts opened

Scribner property purchased (Biscenlic Park)
Devil's Glen receved from Bridgeport Hyvdraubic
Zoming Inspector’s job redefined and expanded
Water problems develop st Middle School

Ravenwood public water-supply svstem installed
Police Department formed

"Dominski-Oakrock™ Envisommentsl Manual published

Chrave] omdinancs adopred

Treg-spraving ordinance adopted

Town Charter revised and sdopted

Tewn notified that Sanitary Landfill mast close
Tewn-wide reassessment

Model Sedimentation and Erosion Control Plan
developed by Conservation Commission
Flood Plain Management Regulations adopted

S 1LOERGLOGG appropristion for Town road improvements

Diavis Hill Bndge rebuilding completed

1982

14954

1986

1957

1988

14954
L44Hp

1991

1993

14944

19495

1994

90

1999

Wirter-supply system for Town Hall Complex and schoals completed 2000

Lamazzo Gravel Pit development plans approved by P&

after court-stipulated judgment
Acnal mapping of Town of Weston completed

Sanitary Landfill elosed; Transfer Sttion opened
Heste Pump ordinance adopted

Subdivision Regulations revised to incomporate
“Dominski-Oakrock™ recommendations

Apartment Hegulations revised
Library expansion completed

Bicentennizl Year
Town Plan of Development updated and published

Court-ordered road construeted to an in-hobding in the
Muture Conservaney
Weston's ownership of development rights to 1A00 acres of the
the Mature Conservancy's properties approved by Town Meeting
Flood Plain Management Regulations rewritlen
Subdivision Regubilions rewritten

Special Permit for sntennas adopted

Witer testing at 50 randomly selected wells and twe surface
sites completed

Bisceglie Park swimming facilities approved by Westport-Weston
Health Disirict

SR44, 000 bond approved for expansion of the Weston Library
Lk Wetlsnd Regulations updated
Town-wide Residentinl Recveling Program instituted

Zoning Regulations revised régarding building heizht and
definition of Mag lots and comer lots
Second Library expansion, including o meeting room, completed

Spectal Permil created and issued for all Aspensck Land Trust parcels
Weston Water Study completed and published

Zoning Regulations moditied regarding Town road standards
57,000,000 bonded for Code Compliance work al the schools

Bridgeport Hydraulic takes over Ravenwood Water Svsten
Preliminary planming for o possible sewage treatment plant
for the schools

Hurlbutt Elementary School expanded; septic fields redesigned

Middle Scheol "clusters” renovated

Construction of new Public Works Garage

Town-wide 911 emergency number institulcd

Tarvis Military School (Vetromile) property purchased for
undetermined iise

Board of Education Administration Offices constrocred

Fleod Plain Regulations were strengthened

Communications Tower & Antenng Advisory Commitiee formed
by Board of Selectmen

[95-11. menopole communications tower approved and installed
at the Town Hall Camplex

Town-wide reassessment

Lachat, Trout Brook. and Heady properties acquired by the Town

Infand Wetlands Regulations updared

Town Plan of Conservaton and Development published
Select Commiitee on the Impact of Sewage Treatment on the
Character of Weston formed by the Board of Selectmen
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Pent Tratl, Devil's Den Preserve
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Vialley Forge Sclood 19011912, Teacher; Miss Florence Sanks. Chifdren: Beers, Halfook, Rowland, Harcor, Gouwdd.
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Incor porated 1787

TownN OFFICIALS

Elected

First Selectman Bouard of Tax Review (3)
Selectmen (2) Zoning Board of Appeals (5)
Town Clerk (plus two alternates)
Tax Collector Planning and Zoning Commission (7)
Registrars of Voters (2) Board of Police Commissioners (7)
Board of Finance (7) Justices of the Peace (13}
Board of Education (7)

Appointed
Library Board (%) Parks and Recreation Commission (7}
Conservation Commission (7) Building Committee (7}
Town Treasurer Commission for the Elderly (7)
Asst, Town Treasurer Community Services Advisory
Assl. Town Clerk Council {7)
Code Enforcement Officer SWRPA representatives (2)
Town Administrator Canine Control Officer
Town Counsel Jury Committee (3)
Director of Social Services Board of Ethics
Fire Marshal Commission for Children and Youth
Deputy Fire Marshal Town Historian
Panel of Moderators (4) Conservation Planner

Historic District Commission (5)  Building Inspector
{plus two alternates) Town Engineer
Youth Services Director







