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Enjoying a day off from school on Hidden Spring Drive are Cam Fontana, Jacob Wilder, Mark Xu, Isabella Bertram, Nicholas Fontana, Benjamin Wilder, and Tony Fontana. —AnnMarie Fontana photo

When more than two feet snow falls in a 24-hour period, about all you can say is “Wow!”

Westonites were definitely “wow-ing,” and then digging out, hunkering down, or building snow forts for most of the day last Wednesday, Jan. 12, after Mother Nature deposited huge amounts of snow across the region. Schools and many businesses were closed — even Weston Town Hall remained closed for the day for the first time anyone can remember.

In one of his first official acts as governor of Connecticut, Dannel Malloy signed a declaration of civil preparedness emergency and activated the state’s emergency operations centers.

This week, however, “wow” turned to “woahs” as Weston’s official count of 24.5 inches — among the highest accumulation in the state — was topped with about two more inches on Monday night, then covered with a slick sheet of ice and slush as snow turned into the dreaded “wintry mix” of freezing rain, sleet, and plain old rain on Tuesday, Jan. 18.

School closings
Schools were closed again on Tuesday in Weston, as well as in most towns across the state, as highway crews this time dealt with slushy, slippery roads. Combined with last week’s Wednesday and Thursday school closures and the Martin Luther King holiday on Monday, students got plenty of rest and extra time to study for mid-terms.

Last Thursday’s school closing came as a surprise to some since the snow had stopped falling by then and the highway department had been working around the clock to clear roads.

The problem, however, was the sheer volume of snow impacted many intersections and sight lines and required extra work to make the roads leading to the schools safe for school buses and to clear the parking lots.

One highway worker was laid off this year, bringing the plow force down from 10 to nine workers. As a result, the schools are responsible for clearing more of their own parking areas and driveways.

Good news
The good news was that this week, most people once again heeded requests to stay off the roads, which allowed the local and state highway crews to treat and clear them.

“This was a pretty typical ice event,” said Joe Lametta, head of the town’s public works department, of Tuesday’s storm. The highway department pre-treated the roads with “magic salt” — a special combination of rock salt and magnesium chloride, treated with a liquid by-product of the distilling process — before the precipitation started.

Once the roads were covered, all nine highway department trucks were out clearing the town’s roads of what ended up as mostly slush.

Last week, the plow crew was called in at about 9:30 on Tuesday night to pre-treat roads, then they continued plowing snow until the roads were clear at about 5 p.m. Wednesday, Mr. Lametta said.

The next day was spent trying to improve sight lines and push snow back from some of the town’s narrower roads.

Mr. Lametta said his top priority, though, is making sure the roads are passable. After that, it’s up to motorists to se caution and common sense, he said.

It’s also up to homeowners — not plow operators — to make sure mailboxes are cleared, he noted. Homeowners are also responsible for making sure private plow operators they hire do not drag snow from driveways into the road.

“It’s frustrating to see that happen after we’ve been out for 24 hors straight clearing the roads. And, it’s dangerous,” Mr. Lametta said.

“We’re just nine guys fighting Mother Nature. It’s a tough battle,” he said.

Well fought
But it’s apparently been a battle well fought.

Police Chief John Troxell said there were no accidents during the Jan. 12 storm, in large part because it started in the middle of the night, and then people generally stayed home.

Fire and EMS volunteers were ready for the big snow, with many spending the night at the firehouses in case they were needed. Thankfully, they were not.

This week, Chief Troxell said there were no accidents Tuesday morning in Weston. The schools deciding to close was a good move, he said, because it again kept people off the roads, making it easier to clear them.

However, at a little after noon, there was a one-car rollover on Lyons Plain Road (an SUV) as conditions continued to be slick and variable. No injuries were reported.

Next up: Flooding?
In the wake of the wacky weather, town officials are now eyeing roads for possible flooding problems this week.

Chief Troxell was concerned on Tuesday about melting snow and rain not having anywhere to go because of the large amounts of ice and snow covering many storm drains. Newtown Turnpike is of particular concern, he said.

In the lead-up to Tuesday’s storm, one of the big concerns had been possible power outages caused by ice extra weight on power lines. As of Tuesday afternoon, however, Weston had not experienced any electrical interruptions.

First Selectman Gayle Weinstein praised the hard work of the highway department, and acknowledged that the end is nowhere in sight.

“We’re looking ahead to another possible event this week, and another likely over the weekend,” she said.

A exact financial breakdown on the impact these storms have had would not be available until later this week, Ms. Weinstein said.

Mr. Lametta said, however, that the town has actually been pretty lucky with the timing of the past few storms.

The Boxing Day blizzard didn’t hit until after the Christmas vacation, and same with the this week’s post-Martin Luther King Day ice storm. And last week’s big snowfall also fell mid-week, meaning there was no need for holiday or overtime pay.

“The amount of snow doesn’t really make a difference, because we have to be out there anyway. It’s more the duration or timing of storms that can make a [financial] difference,” he noted.

Mr. Lametta said he budgets for about eight storms a year, and Tuesday’s storm was number five of the season.

“I’m sure it’s not over yet, though,” he said.

